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Abstract

The poetry of resistance is founded upon idealism, truth -seeking, and symbolic protest. Despite the
political pressure and social repression that dominated the atmosphere of the 1960s, Shafi‘i Kadkani,
used metaphorical language and indirect expression and transformed poetry into a means of
resistance, enlightenment, and safeguarding society. This study aims to analyze the ideals, symbols,

and semantic mechanisms of resistance in selected prominent poems of Shafi‘i, exploring the
representation of ideals during the 1960s and the discourse of resistance at both semantic and
linguistic levels. Applying the perspectives of ideological criticism and critical discourse analysis,
particularly based on van Dijk’s approach, it examines the semantic and discursive tools of
resistance in Shafi‘i’s poetry. The findings reveal that Shafi‘i’s poetry is an intellectual and cautious

response to the political and social conditions of that decade; using condensed language, extensive
symbolism, defamiliarization, and the use of nature and tradition, creates an effective discourse
against the political and monarchical hegemony of its time. The pursuit of ideals such as awareness,

freedom, justice, and the eradication of tyranny and colonialism forms the core of this discourse.
Without direct confrontation, Shafi‘i uses metaphor and symbolic thinking to turn poetry into an
intellectual weapon, conveying the individual and collective experiences of Iranian society through
a novel yet deeply rooted expression. This analysis shows that the resistance poetry of the 1960s in

Shafi‘i’s works reflects a conflict between the discourse of domination and awareness, which
strengthened the foundations of committed poetry in modern Persian literature.
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Extened Abstract

This study provides a comprehensive analysis of the resistance discourse embedded in the idealistic
poetry of Mohammad-Reza Shafiei Kadkani, focusing specifically on his literary contributions
during the 1960s (the 1340s solar hijri decade) in Iran. As a pivotal period characterized by intense
socio-political shifts and the consolidation of the Pahlavi regime’s hegemony, the 1960s demanded
a unique form of literary engagement. By employing van Dijk’s Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
framework, this research explores how Shafiei Kadkani synthesizes classical mystical traditions with
modern rhetorical strategies to construct a discourse of resistance. The findings indicate that the poet
utilizes metaphors, symbolic language, and the principle of “semantic subversion” to navigate
political constraints, transforming his poetry into an intellectual, cultural, and moral instrument for
social awakening. The study highlights that resistance in Shafiei Kadkani’s work is not merely a
political reaction but a deep-seated existential and historical commitment to truth, justice, and human
dignity, which bridges the gap between individual spiritual consciousness and collective social
willpower.

Keywords: Resistance Poetry, Shafiei Kadkani, Ideology, van Dijk, Critical Discourse.

1. Introduction

The landscape of Persian poetry during the 1960s was dominated by a duality: the urgent need to
address the socio-political realities of an authoritarian regime and the challenge of maintaining
artistic integrity amidst censorship. Mohammad-Reza Shafiei Kadkani emerged during this era as a
poet who successfully navigated this dichotomy. Unlike some of his contemporaries who opted for
direct, slogan-driven political poetry, Shafiei Kadkani developed a sophisticated, symbolic, and
thought-oriented language.

The primary objective of this research is to investigate how resistance discourse is represented in his
poetry during this formative decade. The study posits that Shafiei Kadkani’s resistance is rooted in
a “mystical-humanistic” worldview, where concepts such as freedom, justice, and anti-tyranny are
framed as universal divine values rather than transient political stances. By utilizing Van Dijk’s
CDA framework, which emphasizes the interplay between text, social cognition, and context, this
study aims to uncover the underlying ideologies of his vocabulary choices and his reconstruction of
historical myths. Furthermore, this research fills a critical gap in existing literary studies, which have
often overlooked the specific ideological mechanisms used by Shafiei Kadkani to maintain his
discourse of resistance in the face of the Pahlavi state’s ideological apparatus.

2. Research Method

This study employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach based on library-based research.
The primary data was gathered through an in-depth reading of Shafiei Kadkani’s major collections
published or composed during the 1960s. The selection of poems was based on their popularity,
thematic relevance to resistance, and their symbolic complexity.

The methodology is grounded in Van Dijk’s tripartite model:

Textual Analysis: Analyzing the linguistic structures, including lexical choices, metaphors, and
syntactic arrangements. This involves identifying how the poet uses defamiliarization to disrupt the
dominant state discourse.



Social Cognition: Investigating the poet’s underlying belief system and how he perceives his role as
an intellectual within the Iranian societal structure.

Social Context: Placing the poetry within the historical framework of the 1960s, a decade marked
by the suppression of dissent and the rise of intellectual movements in Iran.

By bridging these three levels, the research examines how the poet translates historical tension into
“symbolic resistance,” allowing him to evade direct censorship while successfully communicating
a message of defiance to a receptive and educated audience.

3. Findings

The investigation into Shafiei Kadkani’s poetry yields several significant findings regarding the
construction of resistance discourse:

3.1. Symbolic Representation and Metaphor

Shafiei Kadkani masterfully employs nature-based symbolism to convey his message. Symbols such
as the rain (as a cleansing force), the tree (as rooted perseverance), and the bird (as the soul’s desire
for freedom) are not merely aesthetic; they are ideological tools. By attributing human characteristics
to these natural elements, he creates a parallel reality where “growth” and “awakening” are portrayed
as the only antidote to “stagnation” and “despotism.”

3.2. Semantic Subversion and Mythic Reinterpretation

A hallmark of the poet’s resistance is the “semantic subversion” of traditional concepts. He takes
classical mystical terminology and recontextualizes it to reflect modern social struggles. For
example, the concept of “Haq-jooyee” (quest for truth) is transformed from an abstract spiritual
journey into a concrete mandate for social justice. Through the reinterpretation of ancient Persian
myths and legends, he transforms them into active symbols of cultural revival.

3.3. The Interplay with Ritual Literature

The research highlights a significant intersection between Shafiei Kadkani’s resistance discourse
and traditional religious/ritual literature (Adab-e Aini). Both genres share fundamental values—such
as self-sacrifice, opposition to tyranny, and the pursuit of righteousness. By aligning his resistance
with these deeply embedded cultural values, he creates a discourse that is both intellectually modern
and emotionally resonant with the Iranian public.

3.4. Resistance as an Intellectual Process

The findings suggest that the poet perceives resistance as a continuous, internal process. His poems
often depict the transition from “night” to “dawn,” or from “silence” to “fury.” This signifies that
the ultimate liberation is not a singular event but an incremental process that begins with individual
awareness and expands into collective social action.

4. Conclusions

In conclusion, the poetry of Shafiei Kadkani in the 1960s represents a landmark in Persian resistance
literature. His approach demonstrates that resistance can be profoundly effective without relying on
overt slogans. By mastering the nuances of classical Persian language and integrating them into a
modern discourse of liberty, he successfully created an “intellectual bunker” from which he could
confront the ideological pressures of his time.

The study confirms that Shafiei Kadkani’s work bridges the gap between the symbolic/cultural
resistance of the 1960s and the more overt, large-scale political movements of the following decades.
His legacy lies in his ability to frame resistance as an essential aspect of human existence—an
ongoing struggle between the forces of enlightenment and the forces of oppression. Ultimately, his
poetry teaches that true historical liberation is rooted in knowledge, consciousness, and an



unwavering commitment to the truth, confirming that the poet’s pen can indeed be as potent as the
revolutionary’s sword.
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