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Abstract

In Iranian mythological beliefs, existence is founded upon the principles of good and evil, and
there is an enduring struggle between the forces of good and evil. The core of mythological
narratives is based on this foundation, and by aligning myth with history, historical events
can be examined from this perspective and their position within the cultural consciousness of
society can be analyzed. This article examines the event of Ashura and the conflict between
Imam Hussein and the forces of Yazid based on the mythological foundation of good and
evil. The study is conducted through a descriptive-analytical method by analyzing the work
Manzumeh Ashura. The confrontation between Imam Hussein (PBUH) and the forces of
Yazid is reflected in elements such as the creation and existence of the two groups, familial
relationships, and the moral orientation of characters’ behavior. The struggle between good
and evil is also evident in the confrontation between Muslim ibn Aqil and Ibn Ziyad, as
well as in the conflict between the army of the Imam and the forces of Yazid. Furthermore,
the cultural practice of mourning for the Imam reflects this moral duality. The findings of
this research demonstrate that, within the mythological framework of good and evil, Imam
Hussein and his companions embody moral goodness, while the forces of Yazid represent
moral corruption. The conflict with the Imam led to the tragedy of Karbala, and ultimately,
the Imam’s martyrdom in a state of oppression. In our religious culture, this event aligns
with mythological concepts of the martyred deity, a parallel that can be interpreted through
the symbolic narrative of mourning for Siyavash in Iranian mythology.
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1. Introduction

The opposition of good and evil is a foundational concept in mythology, where narratives
often depict the struggle between these two forces. By relating myth to history, historical
events can be examined through this conceptual framework and their significance within
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the broader cultural consciousness can be analyzed. One historical event of particular
importance in Iranian culture is the event of Ashura (the Battle of Karbala), which can be
interpreted in light of the mythological conflict between good and evil. This article examines
Omid Majd’s Manzumeh Ashura, analyzing the uprising of Imam Hussein and the conflict
with the forces of Yazid through the lens of the mythic struggle between good and evil in
Iranian tradition. The purpose of this study is not to compare the Ashura event with Iranian
epic literature, such as Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, but rather to analyze the cultural acceptance
of Ashura within Iranian society and its connections to the mythological and epic beliefs
of the Iranian people. In Iranian cultural memory, the event of Ashura is grounded in the
symbolic framework of good and evil, reflecting the eternal struggle between forces of
light and darkness. Accordingly, the research hypothesis proposes that, similar to the
Battle of Karbala in Iranian mythological understanding, the event of Ashura represents a
manifestation of the conflict between good and evil.

2. Research Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method based on the study of sources
related to the Ashura event and Iranian mythology, alongside a content analysis of Omid
Majd’s Manzumeh Ashura. This poetic work is a significant example of Magtal al-Husayn
literature in Persian, offering a detailed description of the events of Ashura based on
reliable historical sources and poetic expression. In approximately three thousand verses,
Majd narrates the journey of Imam Hussein from Medina to the return of the captives to
Medina. Through content analysis, the identities, speech, and behaviors of the characters
are examined in relation to mythological themes and oppositional moral structures.

3. Results

The components of the struggle between good and evil in the mythic dimension of the
Ashura event, such as the existence of good and evil in the characters, kinship relations and
behaviors rooted in notions of good and evil within familial ties, the confrontation between
good and evil in the battle of the forces of Imam Hussein and the army of Yazid, and the
practice of mourning for the Imam within Iranian culture, are all elements that can be seen
as corresponding and comparable.

In alignment with myth, the mythological section of the Shahnameh—specifically the
conflict between the Iranians and Turanians and the martyrdom of Siavash in Turan at the
hands of Afrasiab, followed by the mourning of the people after Siavash’s martyrdom,
corresponds to the martyrdom of Imam Hussein and the struggle between the Imam and
the forces of Yazid. Through an analysis of the fundamental framework of good and evil in
the event of Ashura, the findings indicate that the Imam and his forces embody existential
goodness, whereas the forces of Yazid embody an evil and destructive existential nature.
The Imam, the grandson of the Prophet Muhammad, is characterized by praiseworthy
moral qualities, while Yazid is known for reprehensible traits; indeed, despite the counsel of
Muawiya I, who advised him not to kill the Imam because of his proximity to the Prophet,
Yazid carried out the act and even imposed harsh treatment on the captives. The people of
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Kufa, who also possessed a morally negative role in this event, initially pledged allegiance
to the Imam through letters but, after the dominance of the destructive force represented
by Ibn Ziyad, quickly broke their covenant. Among the characters, distant kinship relations
existed, yet their behaviors and actions on the day of Ashura were determined by their
underlying moral nature of good or evil.

Hur, with his virtuous nature, repents and joins the army of Imam Hussein. Abbas ibn
Ali and his brothers reject the amnesty offered by Shimar, remain with the Imam, and are
martyred. Ultimately, the event—like the mythic narrative—represents the victory of good
over evil. The martyrdom of the Imam is regarded as sacred, analogous to the mythic belief
in a martyred divine figure, and in its narrative parallel evokes the mourning of Siavash.
In the historical transformation of myth into lived tradition, since the first mourning rituals
for the Imam began, Iranians have continued these practices; through the fluctuations of
history, they have become a symbol of cultural resilience.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The alignment of myth and history in the event of Ashura and the acceptance of Ashura culture
within Iranian tradition, expressed through mourning in remembrance of the martyrdom of
Imam Hussein, reflects the enduring struggle between good and evil, representing opposing
forces of virtue and vice. The Imam and his companions, embodying goodness in both
word and deed, confronted the forces of Yazid I and refused to submit to oppression. The
actions of Yazid’s followers, characterized by moral corruption and hostility toward the
Imam, culminated in the tragedy of Karbala, where the Imam was ultimately martyred as an
innocent victim. Within our religious culture, this event can be interpreted in harmony with
mythological beliefs concerning the martyred divine figure and with narrative examples

such as the mourning for Siavash.
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