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Abstract:

Lithographic printing became popular in Iran in the early Qajar period, particularly during the reign of
Fath-Ali Shah, and led to the publication of handwritten texts. This new méthod of publishing paved
the way for the mass distribution of popular books within society. One such work was Khawar-nama
by Ibn Hosam Khusfi, a heroic epic in verse that depicted the battles of Imam Ali (peace be upon
him), influenced by Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. It was originallysxcomposed in 730, AH and illustrated
during the Timurid era. With the introduction of printing to Iranyhandwritten copies of the Khawar-
nama were reproduced numerous times through lithography. However, until now, no detailed research
has been conducted on these lithographic editions and theireharacteristics:“The aim of the present
study is to examine the lithographic editions of the Khawar-nama in terms of their content, themes,
printing features, and publishers, and to determine what distinguishes these books, who published
them, and where they were printed. The research*follows a histofical methodology based on library
studies, with a focus on lithographic copiestheld in the libraries of Astan Quds Razavi and the
National Library of Iran. The findings show thatpstarting in the early Qajar period, the verses of the
Khawar-nama were translated into prose using a popular,‘coffeehouse-style language suited for oral
storytelling. The first lithographic edition appeared in 1275'AH. Over the following century, it was
printed more than 16 times in cities such as Tehrafiy1sfahan, Bombay, Peshawar, and Lahore. In Iran,
Khawar-nama was published in prose form, while in Lahore and Peshawar it was printed in verse. A
notable feature of the\prose editions isitheir rich illustrations, created by various artists in the Qajar
style. In contrast, the verse editions lackillustrations. Most of the Iranian editions were printed by the
Khansari family, followed by Muhammad Ali Vaziri.

Keywords: Khawar-nama, Ibn H(Qam Khusfi, Lithographic Printing, Prose Texts, Poetic Texts.

1. Introduction

Khavaran-nameh by lbn Husam,Khusfi is a valuable source that was published many times in
lithographicorm during the Qajarand Pahlavi periods. Owing to its subject as a religious epic, this
poem is of particular significance and is regarded as one of the most important Shi‘i epics. One of the
notable features f Khavaran-nameh is the rich visual imagery found in its manuscript illustrations
dating back tolthe Timurid period.

From the earlNajar era, coinciding with the growing popularity of folk and coffeehouse narratives,
Khavaran-nameh attracted renewed attention and was transformed from verse into prose—an
adaptation that took place almost simultaneously with the emergence of lithographic printing in Iran.
Because of its epic and popular themes, Khavaran-nameh was first printed in 1275 AH. Thereafter, in
addition to repeated printings in Iran, it was also published many times in lithographic form in India.
Despite the importance of these editions, no research has so far been conducted on the lithographic
versions of Khavaran-nameh. The present article adopts a historical, library-based research method
and examines several lithographic editions of Khavaran-nameh preserved in the Astan Quds Razavi
Library and the National Library of Iran in order to address the following research questions:

What are the characteristics of the lithographic editions of Khavaran-nameh in terms of content and
themes?

Where were the lithographic editions of Khavaran-nameh published, and by whom?

2. Methodology
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The present article is a historical study. Data on the lithographic editions were collected through
library-based research conducted at the Astan Quds Razavi Library and the National Library of Iran.
The collected materials were then examined and classified using a descriptive—analytical approach,
with the aim of providing a clear picture of the multiple editions of this work and the lithographic
characteristics of both the verse and prose versions of Khavaran-nameh.

3. Findings

Khavaran-nameh is a versified work that has been published many times in lithographic form. One of
its editions printed outside Iran was published in 1320 AH in Bombay by the Golzare Hosseini Press
and included illustrations. Khavar Zamin-nameh was also printed in 1303 SH by Haji ‘Abd al-Ahad
and his sons, merchants from Kabul. This work was published once again in 1961 CE by Malek Seraj
al-Din in the Kashmiri Bazaar of Lahore. In contrast to the versified Khavaran-nameh, what has been
more widely used in Iranian society over the past two centuries has been the'prose versions of
Khavaran-nameh, which belong to coffeehouse literatire and were accompaniedwby illustrations. The
illustration of Khavaran-nameh was intended to align the waork with coffeehouse litérature, oral
storytelling (naqgali), and curtain recitation (pardeh-khani).

The earliest lithographic edition of Khavaran-nameh in Iran was publishediin Tehran in 1275 AH by
Molla Zeyn al-Abedin Khansari. Its illustrations were influenced by‘painting styles\of the early Qajar
period. The second edition appeared in 1281 AH, publishedby Abdolhossein Khansari, and the third
edition was printed in 1284 AH by Hasan b. Mohammad Hashem al~Mousavi Khansari; the
illustrations of this edition were in fluenced by*paintings fromythe era ofyath-Ali Shah. The fourth
edition of Khavaran-nameh was published,in 1296%AH by Hosayn b. Mohammad Shafi Khansari at
the Allah Qoli Khan Qajar Press in Tehran. The illustrations of this edition correspond to mid-Qajar
painting and show the influence of Western art.

The Khavaran-nameh edition printed by Mirza Zartab Khansari appeared in 1298 AH, followed by the
edition published by Molla Abu al-Qasem Mohammad-Hasan Khansari in 1308 AH, both in Tehran.
The edition printed by Ali,Nagi Taleghani was.published in 1312 AH, and the Saadat edition appeared
in 1332 AH. The Naeini edition ofgkhavaran-nameh,is among the few lithographic printings
published in Isfahan. Another edition, copied by Parvaneh Shirazi, was printed in 1354 AH at the
Mohammad-Mehdi Qazi‘Saeedi Press.A'he general partnership of Agha Mohammad-Hasan Elmi and
Associates also published Khavaran—naheh in 1355 AH. The Joint Stock Printing Company published
the book in 1325 SH.

Mohammad Ali Vazir was one of the most important publishers of Khavaran-nameh and issued the
book several times: once in 1349 AHiand again under the title Khavar-nameh in 1326 SH through the
Joint Stock Publishing, House of‘Tehran. Khavaran-nameh was also published once more in illustrated
form in 1347 "SH at the Haji Ebrahim Press in Tehran.

4. Discussion\a éonclusion

Khavaran-nameh (also known as Khavar-nameh) is one of the most prominent works of lbn Husam
Khusfi and is devoted to the wars of Imam Ali (peace be upon him). Following the spread of
lithegraphic printing, this versified epic was published in both verse and prose forms. In Iran,
however,, the versified Khavar-nameh was not published. The transformation of this work from verse
into prose had a profound impact on its content, as the text was adapted to popular, coffeehouse, and
storytelling (naqgali) culture. These changes must have taken place before 1275 AH, the date of its
first lithographic printing.

Over the course of a century, Khavaran-nameh was printed more than nineteen times, and the
frequency of its publication attests to its prominent position in society. Most lithographic prose
editions were produced in Tehran; in addition, the work was printed once in Isfahan, once in Bombay,
and twice in Lahore and Peshawar (Pakistan). Almost all prose editions of Khavar-nameh were
illustrated, whereas the versified editions were not. The illustrations across the various editions are
largely similar. Most lithographic editions of Khavaran-nameh were published by the Khansaris and
Mohammad Ali Vaziri. The Khansaris published it six times, and Vaziri published it three times. The
editions printed in Lahore and Peshawar are titled Khavar Zamin-nameh.
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