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Abstract

Literary works are one of the most important sources for understanding Iranian
culture and civilization. Nezam Qari Shirazi was one of the satitical poets and
writers of the second half of the 9th century. His book Kaliyat is\an important source
for understanding Iranian clothing and culture. While‘describing clathes and textiles,
Nezam Qari also presented a picture of the culture, ritualsyand social customs of
Iranians, which is useful in cultural and social studies, The present study, using a
descriptive-analytical method and usiag library resourees, examines the reflection of
the rituals of the people of the time in thesbook Nezam Qafi’s Koliyat. The question
of this research is what knowledge exists in Nezam Ghari’s book that can be used to
understand the rituals and cultural conditions of Iran in the ninth century AH. In this
research, the ritual information of Nezam Qari’s book regarding clothing, Islamic
customs, cleanliness, holidays, folk beliefs, martial etiquette, court customs, etc. has
been examined. The findings, of this research show that the unique information of
Nezam Qari’s book on ritualsyCultural and social customs makes this literary work a
valuable resource forresearchers in the field of Iranian cultural and social history
studies, especially in the fielg of ritual literature in the ninth century AH.

Keywords: Nezam Qari’s Koliyat, clothing and textiles, Customs and Traditions,
rituals, Shiraz.

1. Introductions,

Literature is f@rmed and evolves over time. For this reason, the works of poets and writers
reflect polit%al, social, cultural, and economic events like a mirror. On the other hand,
historians have often focused on describing political and military events and have not paid
mucheattention to the rituals and customs of society. Therefore, to understand the history of
social issues correctly and comprehensively, one must refer to literary works. Shiraz, the
capital of Fars province, has always been one of the scientific, literary, and cultural centers
of Iran. Many poets and writers lived in this city in the 9th century AH.

Nezam Qari Shirazi’s book "Koliyat" is one of the important literary works that was written
in a satirical style in Shiraz in the 9th century AH. The topic of this book is about clothing
and textiles. One of the unique features of Nezam Qari’s book is its sociological and
anthropological information. This book reflects the culture, rituals, and customs of Iranians.
The information Nezam Qari’s book has received little attention from researchers,
especially in the field of ritual literature studies. Therefore, the importance of this book in



understanding the cultural and social rituals and customs of Iranians should be considered.
The question of this research is how the common rituals of Iranians are reflected in the
book Koliyat Nezam Qari Shirazi in the 9th century AH.

2. Research Method

This research, using library resources and based on the descriptive-analytical method, has
examined the common rituals of Iranians in the ninth century AH in Nezam Qari’s book. In
this method, first, information about political, social, cultural, military, etc. issues in the
book "Koliyat Nezam Qari" was identified. Then, the relevance and attention of this
information to ritual issues was examined. After identification, The various ritual materials
in Nezam Qari Shirazi’s book "Koliyat", were), categorized and organized under the
headings of customs and rituals in the areas of clothing, cleanliness,"Nowruz, marriage,
religion, Sufism, warfare, courtship, etc. Finally, the organizedgpinformation has been
evaluated and analyzed.

3. Results

The subject of Koliyat’s Nezam Qari is the satirical, description of clothing and textiles.
Therefore, etiquette related to clothing and dressing is common in it. One of the customs
and rituals related to clothing was the use,of astronomicgfables and tools such as the Zij
and astrolabe to determine the appropriate time to wear fiew Clothes (Nezam Qari, 2012:
79). The use of fragrant materials and plants to ‘perfume the body and clothing was part of
the common culture and rituals of Iranians in the“ninth century (ibid: 148, 171, 172, 245,
344).

The bathhouse is one of the,important socialkand ritual places mentioned by Nezam Qari.
One of the topics that Nezam Qari addreSsed is the cleanliness of the body and clothing,
which reflects the importance of this issue inithe culture of the people of his time (ibid: 45,
67, 310-315). Nowruziis the most important and widespread national ritual of the Iranians.
Nezam Qari has spokensabout this Iranian celebration and the custom of wearing new
clothes on it (ibid: 43, 180)wWhich indicates the importance of this national ritual to the
public in the 9th,century AHN\The customs and rituals associated with marriage are an
important part of the.culture of any society. Nezam Qari has made many references to these
rituals (ibid: 14, 110, 179, 3357336, 354).

Istamictrituals, rules, and beliefs were very influential in the culture of the people of Nezam
Qari’sitime., One'ef the most important practical rules of Islam was the obligation of prayer.
Nezam Qar'\%s repeatedly mentioned prayer, places, and related topics, such as the
mosque (ibid” 38, 82, 157, 327). One of the important places in Shiraz that had a ritual use
was, thetMusalla. Nezam Qari has mentioned its funerary, religious, and recreational uses in
his works (ibid: 55, 294, 422).

One of the ritual topics that Nezam Qari refers to a lot is burial customs (ibid: 294-303).
During the Nezam Qari era, the Islamic holidays of Fiter and Qorban were celebrated, and
wearing new clothes was a custom (ibid: 127, 329). Nezam Qari refers to the ritual and
custom of praying for rain (ibid: 49). One of the characteristics of Nezam Qari’s book is its
moral advice. Much of this advice is derived from Islam and the moral values of society
(ibid: 101, 182, 191, 346).

Nezam Qari has mentioned some of the customs and rituals of Sufism, such as Sama (ibid:
342). Martial and court rituals are other topics in Nezam Qari’s book (ibid: 207-219,260).
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Belief in fortune telling, magic and the evil eye are other topics in Nezam Qari’s book
(ibid: 85, 99, 133).

4. Discussion and Conclusion

There is unique knowledge about the culture and rituals of Iranians in the 9th century AH in
Nezam Qari’s book. In general, the contents of Nezam Qari’s book can be divided into two
categories. The first category is information related to clothing and textiles, and the other
category is knowledge that reflects the social and cultural situation. One of the important
features of Nezam Qari’s book is its reflection of national and Islamic rituals. The Nowruz
ritual, marriage rituals, and religious rituals of Islam feature prominently in Nezam Qari’s
book. When describing the customs and rituals of,clothing and textiles, Nezam Qari refers
to many of the moral values and vices of his time. His information reveals the social and
ritual functions of the bath. Nezam Qari also mentioned some of the traditions of warfare
and government.

Based on the results of this study, Nezam Qari’s book "Koliyat" is'a unique‘example of the
refection of the customs and rituals of society in the poetry andiliterature<of the time. Given
the paucity of social and cultural information in historical sources, this book greatly helps
to clarify the state of rituals and customs,in Iran in“the fifth century AH. Nezam Qari’s
book is not just a reflection of the lives of peeple from tfk affluent classes, and this is one
of the unique characteristics of this work.
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