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Chamchehlosi: The Well-Giving Doll in Behbahan Folk Culture
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Abstract:

Chamchehlosi is a traditional doll in the cultural heritage of Behbahan, crafted from simple
materials such as laundry sticks, old fabrics, or burlap. During droughts, girls carried the doll
and sang songs mimicking the sound of rain to request help from the community. Part of the
offerings was given to the needy, while the rest was symbolically offered to water along with
the doll. This study investigates the social, cultural, and religious significance of the
Chamchehlosi doll and its role in connecting humans, nature, and water resources. Using a
descriptive-analytical approach combining documentary and field research, ‘it addresses the
question: “What spiritual relationship exists between water resources and thel Chamchehlosi
doll in rain-requesting rituals, and how have these beliefs influenced daily life'in Behbahan?”
Findings reveal that the rain-requesting ceremonywcentered™on the €hamchehlosi doll
represents a fusion of ancient, ritualistic, and rekigious beliefs with cultural and social
practices. Rooted in agricultural tradition§'and the role‘of Women,the ritual uses the doll and
its offering to water to create a symbelic linkswith nature and supernatural forces. The doll
embodies collective need and the plea for blessings, While associated practices, such as
spinning it by girls or invoking sacred figures, reinforce social cohesion and community
participation. This symbolic gift reflects femininity, fertility, and the life cycle. Unlike violent
sacrificial rituals, Chamchehlosi exemplifiess@ peaceful interaction between humans, nature,
and the divine, facilitating the communal¥aspiration for rainfall in a culturally meaningful
way.
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Introduction

Chamchehlosi.is afritual doll in the folk culture of Behbahan, traditionally made from simple
materials such\a§a wooden washing paddle, worn fabrics, or burlap. During periods of
drotight, yeung girls carried this doll through the neighborhood while chanting songs that
imitated ithe sound of falling rain, asking residents for donations. Part of the collected
offerings'was distributed among the needy, while the remainder, together with the doll, was
symbolically offered to water sources. Examining this ritual not only contributes to the
preservation of Behbahan’s cultural heritage but also sheds light on aspects of social history,
popular beliefs, and the human—nature relationship, thereby establishing the necessity of the
present research.
The aim of this study is to explore the social, cultural, and religious meanings of the
Chamchehlosi doll and its role in mediating the relationship between humans, nature, and
water resources. Using a descriptive—analytical approach and relying on documentary and
field studies, this research investigates the various dimensions of this tradition and seeks to
answer the following question: What kind of spiritual relationship exists between water wells
and the Chamchehlosi doll in the process of rain supplication, and how have these beliefs
influenced the everyday life of the people of Behbahan?
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Research on the Chamchehlosi ritual is essential because it constitutes part of the region’s
intangible cultural heritage and is currently at risk of being forgotten. Studying this tradition
enhances understanding of ancient beliefs, the role of women, and the symbolic relationship
between humans and nature. Moreover, this ritual fulfills important social functions, such as
strengthening social cohesion and fostering collective hope during times of drought, and its
analysis helps to address existing gaps in studies of indigenous rituals in southern Iran.

Method

This study adopts a qualitative approach and employs descriptive—analytical methods to
examine the cultural and social impacts of rain-invoking rituals in fostering social solidarity
and reinforcing the bond between humans and nature. From this perspective, the research is
classified as fundamental research. The statistical population includes “all dolls associated
with rain-supplication traditions in Iranian culture across different regions. Among these, the
Chamchehlosi doll from Behbahan was purposefully selected assthe case, study. Drawing on
documentary sources, field interviews, and direct observation, thesresearcher analyzes the
related rituals and the content of local chants and songs.

Findings N\
N\
The rain-invoking ceremony in Behbahan, centered on the Chamchehlosi doll, represents a
vivid example of the continuity and reinterpretation, of ancient beliefs within a local cultural
context, where mythological, ritualistic, andgreligious elements are intricately intertwined.
Rooted in ancient traditions associated with{agriculture, fertility, and the central role of
women in their interaction with land ad@d nature, this ritual demonstrates how human
societies, when confrontedhwith™drought, employ symbolic language to communicate with
natural and supernatural forces.
N\
In this ceremeny, women and Qirls create a simple doll from a wooden washing paddle and
worn fabrics, symbolizing poverty, need, and collective hope. Carrying the doll through
neighborhoods by two girls\wearing chadors and holding a sieve, accompanied by chants that
imitate the sound ‘ef ‘rain (“noeh noch”), not only expresses a plea for rainfall but also
reinforees'collective participation and social cohesion. Collecting offerings from households
and distributing_part of them to the needy imbues the ritual with a strong social function that
extends'beyond.a purely religious practice.
N\

The offering of the doll and part of the donations into a well—traditionally regarded as a
symbel of the earth’s womb, femininity, fertility, and the connection between heaven and
earth—constitutes a form of symbolic and non-violent sacrifice aimed at invoking blessing
and rainfall. This act reflects an animistic view of nature and a belief in the capacity of
natural elements to perceive human supplications and respond to them. The invocation of
sacred and mythological figures in the chants transforms the Chamchehlosi doll into a ritual
mediator between humans, nature, and divine forces. Overall, the Chamchehlosi ritual plays a
significant role not only in spiritual expression but also in maintaining social cohesion,
reinforcing collective hope, and restoring the human—nature bond during periods of severe
drought.

Discussion and Conclusion
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The Chamchehlosi doll, with its simple, faceless structure, symbolizes collective need and the
communal demand for blessing, while the tightly fastened belt signifies responsibility, unity,
and the community’s determination in confronting drought. The act of circulating the doll by
young girls and the use of ritual objects such as the sieve strengthen social solidarity,
collective participation, and human interaction with nature. The presence of sacred and ritual
figures—such as the King of Karbala, Esfandiar, Qanbar, and Seyyed Alishah—illustrates a
form of ritual substitution, whereby these figures function as symbolic intermediaries who
bridge the gap between human desire and the actualization of rainfall, fulfilling key symbolic
roles within the ritual.

The offering of the doll to the well, as a ritual and symbolic act, not only embodies respect
for and communication with nature but also reflects profound concepts such as femininity,
fertility, and the cycle of life. Unlike violent sacrificial practices of the past, this ritual
operates through a peaceful and symbolic mode, strengthening socialyeohesion and collective
participation while demonstrating the dynamism of\Jocal*™culture\ in responding to
environmental and social challenges.

In sum, the Chamchehlosi ritual stands as a compelling example of the interaction between
humans, nature, and supernatural for€es. Through“symbelic, mythological, and ritual
elements, it gives tangible cultural expressien to the/community’s collective desire for
rainfall and blessing.
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