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Abstract

Chamchalusi is a doll in the folk culture of the people of Behbahan, made from simple
materials such as a wooden washing paddle, old cloth, or burlap. During periods of
drought, young girls carried this doll and sang songs that imitated the sound of rain while
asking people for help. Part of the donations was given to the needy, and another part,
together with the doll, was offered to water as a votive gift. The purpose of this study is to
examine the social, cultural, and religious meaning of the Chamchalusi doll and its role in
the relationship between humans, nature, and water resources. Employing a descriptive—
analytical approach and integrating both documentary and field research, this study
examines the nature of the spiritual relationship constructed between water resources and
the Chamchalusi doll in the rain-prayer ritual, and analyzes how these beliefs have shaped
the everyday life of the people of Behbahan. The findings show that the rain-seeking
ceremony of Behbahan, centered on the Chamchalusi doll, is an example of the blending of
ancient, ritual, and religious beliefs with cultural and social dimensions. This ritual is rooted
in ancient traditions and in the historical role of women in agriculture. Through the use of
the doll and its symbolic offering to water, it seeks to establish a connection with nature and
supernatural forces. The doll symbolizes collective need and the request for blessing, and
the related rituals, such as carrying it by young girls or invoking sacred figures, strengthen
social solidarity and collective participation. This symbolic offering reflects femininity,
fertility, and the cycle of life. Unlike violent sacrificial practices, the Chamchalusi ritual
represents a peaceful interaction between humans, nature, and supernatural forces, aiming
to fulfill the community’s shared desire for rainfall.
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1. Introduction

Chamchalusi is a doll in the folk culture of the people of Behbahan, made from simple
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materials such as a wooden washing paddle, old cloth, or burlap. During times of drought,
young girls carried this doll and sang songs that imitated the sound of rain while asking
people for help. Part of the offerings was given to the needy, and another part, together
with the doll, was dedicated to water as a votive gift. Studying this ceremony not only
helps preserve the cultural heritage of the Behbahan region, but also sheds light on aspects
of social history, popular beliefs, and the relationship between humans and nature. This
explains the necessity of the present research. The aim of this study is to examine the
social, cultural, and religious meaning of the Chamchalusi doll and its role in connecting
humans, nature, and water resources. Employing a descriptive—analytical approach and
integrating both documentary and field research, this study examines the nature of the
spiritual relationship constructed between water resources and the Chamchalusi doll in
the rain-prayer ritual, and analyzes how these beliefs have shaped the everyday life of
the people of Behbahan. Research on the Chamchalusi ritual of Behbahan is necessary
because it is part of the region’s intangible cultural heritage and is at risk of being forgotten.
Studying it contributes to a better understanding of ancient beliefs, the role of women, and
the symbolic relationship between humans and nature. In addition, this ritual has important
social functions, such as strengthening social solidarity and creating collective hope during
times of drought. Examining it can also help fill the existing research gap on local rituals
in southern Iran.

3. Research Method

This study adopts a qualitative approach and uses descriptive-analytical methods to
examine the cultural and social effects of rain-seeking rituals in fostering social solidarity
and strengthening the relationship between humans and nature. From this perspective, the
research is categorized as fundamental research. The statistical population of the study
includes all dolls associated with the tradition of praying for rain in Iranian culture that
are used in various regions of the country. Among them, the “Chamchalusi” doll from the
culture of Behbahan has been selected purposively. The researcher has analyzed the rituals
related to this tradition and the content of local songs from Behbahan by using documentary
sources, field interviews, and direct observation.

4. Results

The rain-seeking ceremony in Behbahan, centered on the Chamchalusi doll, is a prominent
example of the continuity and reinterpretation of ancient beliefs within the context of local
culture, in which mythological, ritual, and religious elements are intertwined. This ritual
has roots in ancient traditions related to agriculture, fertility, and the central role of women
in interacting with land and nature, and it demonstrates how human societies, in the face
of drought, use symbolic language to establish a connection with natural and supernatural
forces. In this ceremony, women and girls create a simple doll from a wooden washing
paddle and old cloth, symbolizing poverty, need, and collective hope. The practice of
carrying the doll through neighborhoods by two girls wearing headscarves and holding a
sieve, while singing songs that imitate the sound of rain (“noch noch”), not only expresses
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a desire for rainfall but also strengthens social participation and solidarity. The collection
of donations from households and the distribution of part of them among the needy gives
the ritual a social function that extends beyond a purely religious practice. The offering
of the doll and part of the donations to a well, a symbol in traditional beliefs representing
the womb of the earth, femininity, fertility, and the connection between sky and earth—
constitutes a form of symbolic and nonviolent sacrifice. This act reflects an animistic view
of nature and a belief in the ability of natural elements to understand human wishes and
respond to them. The presence of sacred and mythological names and figures in the songs
transforms the Chamchalusi doll into a ritual intermediary between humans, nature, and
divine forces. Overall, the Chamchalusi ritual, in addition to its spiritual and ceremonial
functions, plays an important role in preserving social cohesion, fostering collective hope,
and restoring the human relationship with nature in the difficult conditions of drought.

5. Discussion and Conclusion

The Chamchalusi doll, with its simple, faceless form, symbolizes a collective sense of need
and a shared appeal for blessing. The act of fastening a belt around it signifies responsibility,
solidarity, and the community’s determination in confronting drought. The girls’ procession
of the doll, along with the use of tools such as a sieve, reinforces social cohesion, collective
participation, and the dynamic relationship between humans and nature. The presence of
sacred and ritual figures such as Shah Karbala, Esfandiyar, Qanbar, and Seyyed Alishah
represents a form of “ritual substitution”: these figures function as symbolic intermediaries
who bridge the gap between human supplication and the actual descent of rain, fulfilling
a meaningful symbolic role. The offering of the doll to the well, as a ritual and symbolic
act, not only expresses reverence for and connection with nature, but also reflects profound
themes of femininity, fertility, and the cycle of life. Unlike traditional violent forms of
sacrifice, this ritual operates in a peaceful and symbolic manner, strengthening social
solidarity and communal participation while demonstrating the vitality of local culture in
responding to environmental and social challenges. Overall, the Chamchalusi ritual stands
as a striking example of the interaction between humans, nature, and supernatural forces.
Drawing on symbolic, mythic, and ritual elements, it gives tangible and cultural expression
to the community’s collective desire for rainfall and blessing.
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