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Abstract

Discourse analysis is an interdisciplinary field that analyzes, interprets, and explains the
coherence of a set of textual and extra-textual elements and signs within a multidimensional
communicative system centered around a central signifier, usually referred to as ideology.
The aim of this study is to analyze and explicate the dimensions of Ibn Husam’s Shi‘i
discourse through an examination of his panegyric poems and encomia dedicated to
Imam Ali. Since Ibn Hossam’s discourse possesses cognitive and conceptual dimensions,
social and practical manifestations, as well as linguistic dimensions, this study employs a
combination of Norman Fairclough’s method and Teun A. van Dijk’s ideological square
model. The extensive production of praise and encomia for Imam Ali, withdrawal from
royal courts, social conflicts with takfiri groups, the presentation of Shi‘i ideological
themes, and the use of referential linguistic and rhetorical elements in the encomia of Ali
all constitute manifestations of Ibn Hossam’s Shi‘i discourse within a three-dimensional
coherence. According to the “ideological square” model, Ibn Hossam emphasizes the
strengths of the “self” discourse through the use of specific titles, referential adjectives,
comparisons between Imam Ali and others, and the repetition of superlative and broadly
affirmative attributes associated with Imam Ali. Simultaneously, by employing transmitted
religious sources, demonization, condemnation, and the excommunication of those who
deny Ali’s guardianship, he highlights the weaknesses of the discourse of the “other.”
Keywords: Ibn Husam Khusfi, Imam Ali’s Panegyrics, Shi‘i Discourse Analysis, Discursive
Practice, Persian Religious Poetry, Ideological Square.

1. Introduction
Discourse analysis is an interdisciplinary field that examines, interprets, and explains the
coherence of a set of linguistic elements, signs, practices, actions, and extra-textual (social)
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factors within a multi-dimensional communicative system, organized around a central
signifier or concept, usually referred to as ideology. Ibn Husam Khusfi, a Persian poet of
the Timurid era (d. 1470), in addition to Khavaran-nameh, a mytho-epic of approximately
22,500 verses, has a divan of about 11,000 verses composed in various poetic forms, such
as qasida, qit’a, ghazal, masnavi, tarji-band, tarkib-band, mosammat, rubai, taraneh, and
dobayti. A major portion of Ibn Husam’s divan is devoted to panegyrics of Imam Ali (peace
be upon him), as well as praise of the Shi‘i Imams and the Prophet’s Household (Ahl al-
Bayt). The sheer volume of these poems, along with their diverse ideological themes and
pragmatic linguistic features, indicates that they function as a deliberate articulation and
promotion of Shi‘i wil@yah-centered discourse within the historical and cultural context
of the Timurid period, and were composed as an ideological and even combative act. The
aim of the present study is to re-examine the panegyrics on Imam Ali (peace be upon him)
composed by Ibn Husam Khusfi (d. 1470) in his divan, in order to analyze, interpret, and
explicate the dimensions of his Shi‘i discourse. More specifically, the study seeks to answer
the following questions:

e What are the dimensions through which Ibn Husam’s Shi‘i discourse manifests

itself in the Alawi panegyrics of his divan?
e  What persuasive strategies does Ibn Husam employ within this discourse?

2. Research Method

This study analyzes Ibn Husam Khusfi’s Shi‘i discourse through a synthesis of Norman
Fairclough’s three-dimensional model of discourse analysis and Teun A. van Dijk’s theory
of the ideological square. Within this framework, the production of a text in its historical
context is regarded as a form of social action. Accordingly, the set of meaningful socio-
political practices and actions that generate the text are examined in relation to the poet’s
religious ideology and interpreted accordingly. All linguistic elements, from the level of
individual words to complete discourse, are analyzed from the perspective of linguistic
pragmatics. Furthermore, oppositions are examined through the lens of “foregrounding”
the strengths of the in-group (“self”) and the weaknesses of the out-group (“other”), while
simultaneously “downplaying” the strengths of the other and the weaknesses of the self.

3. Findings

In Ibn Husam’s ideological framework, there is no essential distinction between
prophethood and imamate; the wilayah of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) and the Ahl
al-Bayt is inseparable from the prophethood of Muhammad (peace be upon him). An
examination of the panegyric texts shows that he was engaged in intense social conflict
with the deniers of the Ahl al-Bayt, to the extent that they accused him of heresy (takfir).
Ibn Husam’s withdrawal from royal courts can also be understood as an ideological act,
exemplifying “disavowal” (tabarra) of the “other,” just as his seeking proximity to certain
rulers and princes represents an instance of “affiliation” (fawall@). Ibn Husam’s choice
of the pen name “Hassan” and his comparison of himself to Hassan ibn Thabit carries a
discursive reference, as the latter is regarded in Islamic and Arabic literary history as the
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first poet to compose Ghadeer poetry.

In Ibn Husam’s Alawi panegyrics, numerous specific epithets, attributes, and referential
expressions are employed to articulate the virtues of Imam Ali. These include terms such
as wali (guardian), wasi (legatee), proof and evidence (hujja and burhan), “the Aaron of the
Chosen One,” the preeminent Imam, Ilya, “the hidden secret of the saints,” Fariig, infallible
(ma ‘siim), the pole of the saints (qutb al-awliya’), clarifier of rulings, and Amir al-Mu ‘minin.
Such expressions direct the reader toward Qur’anic verses, hadiths, historical events, and
key religious concepts. Ibn Husam also shows a strong tendency toward selecting and
repeating generally positive descriptors for Ali ibn Abi Talib. To reinforce the position of
the “self” and weaken that of the “other,” he employs a wide range of rhetorical and literary
devices such as simile, comparison, metaphor, metonymy, and allusion. His frequent use
of superlative adjectives for Ali, such as “the bravest,” “the most knowledgeable,” “the
most generous,” “the most noble,” and “the most perceptive”, further reflects his linguistic
strategies within a discursive confrontation.

In addition, Ibn Husam likens the deniers of Ali’s wilayah and the enemies of the Ahl al-
Bayt to figures such as Abu Jahl and Abu Lahab, as well as other negative characters in
Islamic history, thereby weakening the discourse of the “other” within the framework of the
ideological square. He attempts to portray the opponents and deniers of Ali’s authority as few
in number, lacking understanding, and akin to Satan. Through processes of demonization,
he presents the “other” as apostate and definitively condemned. Within this opposition, Ibn
Husam equates the denial of the wilayah of the Ahl al-Bayt with an admission of disbelief,
and he goes so far as to curse and even verbally denounce the enemies of Ali (peace be
upon him).

4. Conclusion

The large number of Alawi panegyrics in Ibn Husam Khusfi’s divan constitutes, in effect, a
discursive act aimed at articulating and expanding Shi‘i ideology. His adoption of the name
“Hassan” reflects his commitment to this ideological stance. In these poetic panegyrics, Ibn
Husam explicates his discursive worldview as well as his ideological practices and actions—
such as his conflicts with those who practiced takfir, his withdrawal from royal courts, and
his alignment with the devotees of the Ahl al-Bayt. From a pragmatic perspective, Ibn
Husam’s discourse is thoroughly ideological. The frequent and emphatic use of both general
and specific epithets for Imam Ali, the attribution of distinctive qualities—especially in
the form of superlative adjectives, and references to Qur’anic verses, hadiths, and early
Islamic historical events closely tied to Shi‘i ideology all serve to persuade the audience
and reinforce the position of the “self”. Conversely, the cursing and denigration of the
opponents of Ali’s wilayah in Ibn Husam’s divan function to weaken the discourse of the
“other”.
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