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Abstract

Ibn Husam Khusafi is one of the prominent poets of the ninth century AH. Several manu-
scripts of his Diwan are preserved in various libraries in Iran. It has been edited three times
so far: by Gholamhossein Shokoohi in 1967, by Tahereh Khoshhal Dastjerdi in 1985, and
by Ahmad Ahmadi Birjandi and Mohammad Taghi Salek in 1987. Manuscript no. 6115 of
the National Library is an important but little-known copy of his Diwan that has not been
used in any of these editions. This manuscript was probably written in the eleventh cen-
tury AH. Despite its gaps, it contains poems and verses that do not appear in the existing
editions of Ibn Husam Khusafi’s Diwan. In this paper, after introducing the manuscript,
two poems, considered newly discovered works of Ibn Husam Khusafi, are published and
edited for the first time based on this copy. These two ghazals, consisting of 16 couplets in
total, are significant because they reflect Ibn Husam Khusafi’s religious beliefs.
Keywords: The Diwan of Ibn Husam Khusafi; Critical Edition; Newly Discovered Poems;
Manuscript No. 6115 of the National Library; Religious Poetry.

1. Introduction

Ibn Hosam Khusfi, one of the most distinguished poets of the 9th century AH, is renowned
for his mastery of religious and epic themes. His Diwan has been edited three times so
far: by Gholamhossein Shokoohi in 1967, by Tahereh Khoshhal Dastjerdi in 1985, and by
Ahmad Ahmadi Birjandi and Mohammad Taghi Salek in 1987. However, none of these
editions made use of National Library manuscript no. 6115, an especially significant copy
that contains several poems absent from the published versions. This paper presents a de-
tailed introduction to that manuscript and its paleographic features, followed by the first
publication of two previously unknown ghazals by Ibn Husam Khusafi.
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2. Methodology

This research employs a descriptive—analytical approach grounded in the principles of tex-
tual criticism. Data were collected through library research and comparative examination
of various manuscript versions of Ibn Hosam Khusfi’s Diwan. The recovered poems were
critically edited with attention to linguistic, orthographic, and stylistic features. Additional-
ly, the contents of the examined manuscript were thoroughly studied and analyzed.

3. Analysis and Discussion

This study focuses on manuscript no. 6115 of the National Library of Iran, a significant
yet understudied copy of Ibn Hosam Khusfi’s Diwan that has not been utilized in any of
the existing critical editions. The manuscript, written in a hand resembling nasta‘liq and
most likely copied in the 11th century AH, contains fifty-eight qasidas, two ghazals, several
mathnavis, and poetic fragments not found in other known copies. Although catalogues
have dated this manuscript to the 12th century AH, the only dated note it bears is a record of
its sale in 1120 AH, suggesting that its transcription predates that moment. The manuscript
preserves seventy-one poetic pieces by Ibn Hosam, the overwhelming majority of which
are qasidas. It also includes two ghazals (of seven and nine verses) that do not appear in
previously edited versions of his Diwan. Both are panegyrics in praise of Imam Ali and
reflect Ibn Hosam’s intense and explicit religious convictions. It is plausible that this strong
theological tone contributed to their omission from other manuscripts. In the present arti-
cle, these two ghazals, on the basis of a single surviving witness, are critically edited and
published for the first time.

4. Conclusion

The study demonstrates that manuscript no. 6115 of the National Library of Iran represents
one of the earliest and most valuable witnesses to Ibn Hosam Khusfi’s Diwan. It preserves
poems of doctrinal and stylistic significance that enrich our understanding of the poet’s
literary worldview. The two newly edited ghazals attest to his firm religious commitments
and underscore his continued relevance within the history of Persian devotional poetry. In-
corporating this manuscript in future critical editions will substantially improve the textual

accuracy and completeness of Ibn Hosam Khusfi’s collected works.
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