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Abstract

Among the verbal and semantic devices and the various forms of imaginative expression,
allusion is one of the most important instruments through which poets swiftly convey their
beliefs and ideas to their audience. Therefore, a close reading of the allusions employed
in a poet’s oeuvre can thus yield insight into the intellectual traditions and ideological
underpinnings that inform their work. Following the advent of Islam, the growing familiarity
of people with Islamic teachings, together with the interweaving of the Qur’an and Hadith into
daily life, created fertile ground for the flourishing of Islamic thought and literary expression.
Consequently, allusions to religious and spiritual concepts gradually found its way into poet’s
works. These allusions not only enriched the thematic and conceptual layers of poetry but also
played a significant role in promoting and elucidating religious beliefs. Research has it that
that Ibn Husam Khusfi, a prominent 9th-century Shi‘i poet, frequently employed allusions
to Qur’anic and religious concepts in his diwan. In many cases, his references go beyond a
superficial application, reaching into the deeper layers of Qur’anic meaning and reflecting
the profound internalization of these concepts in both the poet’s mind and verse. Drawing on
familiarity with Qur’an-memorization practices, the authors argue that Ibn Husam Khusfi’s
odes of divine unity and supplication exhibit a particularly direct and intimate connection with
the verses of the Holy Qur’an, manifested through nuanced allusions and subtle references
embedded within the latent layers of his poetry.
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1. Introduction

Allusion, as one of the most widely used literary devices in Persian literature, has always
played a significant role in conveying concepts. Persian literary works abound with ideas
and motifs rooted in the Holy Qur’an, the narrations of the Prophet’s Household (peace be
upon them), historical accounts, myths, popular culture, and communal beliefs. Amidst all
this, the incomparable principle of fawhid, faith in the oneness of the Lord, as the primary
key to entering the fortress of Islam has never been overlooked by the great poets. A
significant portion of the religious allusions in their works has been employed to elucidate
this fundamental doctrine. Ibn Husam Khusfi’s lifetime, which coincided with the Timurid
rule in the ninth century AH, together with the relatively more open religious climate of the
period; his upbringing in a devout family; his extensive studies in doctrinal and religious
matters; his deep familiarity and special connection with the Noble Qur’an and the
Prophet’s Household (peace be upon them); and his dedication to copying the final divine
scripture, all contributed to the emergence of Qur’anic and hadith-based themes in the
poetry of this Shi‘i poet. Accordingly, thanks to his profound familiarity with the Qur’an,
Ibn Husam Khusfi, through his masterful use of Qur’anic allusions and incorporations,
endowed his works with a distinctive richness. With his eloquent verses, he beautifully
promoted the exalted culture of the Qur’an and the Prophet’s Household (peace be upon
them). Consequently, in his monotheistic poems and supplicatory odes, which constitute
nearly one-eighth of the odes in the diwan of this prominent devotional poet, he was able
to fulfill admirably the task of presenting the Almighty God in terms of the existential
dimensions of His essence, attributes, actions, and beyond.

2. Methodology

This research was conducted using an analytical-descriptive approach, primarily relying
on library resources. It aims to investigate the presence and function of Qur’anic allusions
and references in Ibn Husam Khusfi’ odes of divine unity and supplication. In doing so, the
study first examined the Qur’anic themes present in the monotheistic poems of Ibn Husam’s
diwan and identified the verses corresponding to these themes. The extracted verses were
then categorized according to their thematic function and the doctrinal principles of
monotheism. Finally, the relationship between the identified verses and the corresponding
verses of the Holy Qur’an was analyzed and explored in depth.

3. Analysis and Discussion
Qur’anic allusions and references in Ibn Husam’s supplications can be observed across
various thematic sections. These include:

o Verses related to the glorification and praise of God.

e Verses highlighting the manifestation of God’s power in creation, referring to
phenomena such as the creation of the earth and multiple heavens, the alternation
of night and day, the diversity of colors, the raising of the heavens with invisible
pillars, the adornment of the skies with stars, the creation of living beings including
humans, and similar matters.
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e Verses that emphasize God’s vast and encompassing kindness and mercy.

e Verses presenting the infinite knowledge of God, portraying the Almighty as the
Knower of both the manifest and the hidden.

e Verses addressing divine knowledge and recognition, considering self-knowledge
as a path to knowing God.

e Verses referring to the manifestation of God and the Day of Judgment.

4. Conclusion

Ibn Husam’s diwan is full of allusions and references to the Qur’an, which not only reflect
the poet’s deep familiarity with the sacred concepts of the Qur’an and his God-centered
life but also imbue his verses with the fragrance of the Qur’an’s elevated expressions,
situating his poetry firmly within the realm of meaningful religious literature. The use
of Qur’anic allusions and references is, of course, not Ibn Husam’s only artistic skill;
however, alongside the expression of his love and devotion to the noble Prophet of Islam
(and his pure household, it is a key factor that has secured his distinguished place among
religious poets. He holds a God-centered worldview and has sought, through his artful use
of Qur’anic concepts and the teachings of the Prophet’s Household (peace be upon them),
to articulate his beliefs concerning divine unity and the oneness of God, presenting Him in

terms of His essence, attributes, and actions.
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