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Abstract

This paper examines the concept of sedq (truthfulness) from the perspegtive of Ezz al-Din Mahmoud Kashani, a
prominent mystic of the 7th and 8th centuries AH (13th-14th CE). In'the eighth chapter of,his book Mesbhah al-
Hedaya wa Meftah al-Kefaya (The Lamp of Guidance and the Key to Suffigiency), Kashani/analyzes sedq as an
ethico-mystical axis. Drawing upon Prophetic traditions (ahadith) and the viewswof earlier ghinkers, he
elucidates its profound impacts on spiritual wayfaring (soluk). Employing a deseriptive-analytical method and
relying on library research, this study first re-examines sedq within the framework of the Holy Quran and Nahj
al-Balagha (Peak of Eloquence). It then consults mystical sources andxthrough adetailed perspective, strives to
elucidate Kashani’s multifaceted views on sedg. One of _the most significant approaches of this research is
examining the correspondence between sedq from the perspeetive of the Sharfa (Quran and the Household of
the Prophet) and the Tariga (mysticism; specifically Kashani). The, researchimethodology is based on qualitative
content analysis, wherein propositions related to sedqin Mesbah\al-Hedaya are extracted, categorized, and
examined with a focus on three axes: "intention" (niyyat), "speech" (gawl), and "action" (‘amal). Furthermore,
given the generalities and discursive nature characteristic ofyelassical writing styles, efforts have been made to
analyze the theoretical coherence of Kashani’s views by,referencing Quranic and traditional evidence. The
findings reveal that Kashani regards sedg not merely as angthical virtue, but as an existential truth that, on both
individual and social levels, facilitates proximity to God anhthe realization of justice. A comparative analysis of
Kashani’s views with sources such as the Quramdand Nahj alsBalagha indicates both differences and alignments
with Shi'i religious foundations,in defining sedqg,/ Ultimately, this study delineates the position of the truthful
human being (insan-i sadiq) from Kashani’s pespective within the evolution of mystical discourse.

Keywords: Truthfulpess (Sidq), Mesbah al-Hedayah, Kashani, Islamic Mysticism (‘Erfan), Comparative
Analysis N

Introduction

"Veraeity" (Sedq), as,0one of the most pivotal concepts in the three domains of ethics,
mysticism, and philesophy, has consistently held an eminent position in Islamic thought. The
primary issue, of this research is the systematic exploration of the concept of veracity from the
pérspectiVenof ‘Kashani in the book Mesbah al-Hedayah and a comparative evaluation of it
with, Qurani¢ 'and narrative foundations, especially Nahj al-Balaghah, as two fundamental
sourcesiin the Shiite discourse. This study pursues three main objectives:

1) Explaining the position of veracity in Kashani's mystical system and analyzing its
components, 2) Conducting a comparative examination of Kashani's views with the Quran
and Nahj al-Balaghah to discover points of convergence and divergence in the definition of
veracity, and 3) Systematically structuring Kashani's viewpoints to present an analytical
model of the concept of veracity in Islamic mysticism.

In this research, by elucidating veracity through the lens of Kashani's thought, a clear
framework of his intellectual and mystical system has been obtained; veracity in Islamic
mysticism, specifically viewed through the passage of Kashani, has been considered, and the
lexical and semantic derivatives of veracity have been examined. Explaining the position of
veracity in Sufi culture and practice has provided a suitable ground for this study to be
discussed in the realm of religious literature.



Research Method

This research, employing a descriptive-analytical method and relying on library studies, first
revisits veracity within the framework of the Holy Quran and Nahj al-Balaghah. It then refers
to mystical sources and, with a detailed perspective, strives to explain Kashani's views on
veracity from various angles. The research method of this article is based on qualitative
content analysis, in which the propositions related to veracity in Mesbah al-Hedayah are
extracted, categorized, and examined with a focus on the three axes of "intention," "speech,"
and "action.” Furthermore, given the generalities and dispersion of discussions in the writing
style of the classical era, an effort has been made to analyze the theoretical coherence of
Kashani's views by citing Quranic and narrative evidence.

Result and Discussion

The word "al-Sedq" (Veracity/Truth) is repeated 10 times in the Quran, while, its derivatives
such as "al-sadiqgin, al-siddigin, al-sadiqun, al-sadigat, etc." are bsed 145,times, totaling 155
occurrences. In the Holy Quran, the concept of "veracity" is, explainedéas one of the most
fundamental ethical and existential values, across variQus individual and social layers,
encompassing intention, speech, and action. Relying on the ¢entralfposition of veracity in the
conduct of prophets and sincere believers, the ®uran introduce® it net merely as a moral
virtue but as a criterion for measuring faith and,proximity to Ged.

Nahj al-Balaghah, as a treasury of wisdom and agreference for Alavid thought, analyzes the
concept of "veracity" in dimensions deeper than mere'superficial truth-telling. Imam Ali (AS)
considers veracity not only a moral virtue but the,"essence of faith" and the "axis of religion,"
placing it in an inseparable connection with since(it?, justice, and piety.

The concept of "veracity" in Islamic mysticism, beyend superficial truthfulness, is explained
as "existential truth” and a "condition‘forspiritual wayfaring.” Great mystics such as Ghazali
and Qushayri analyzed veragity in coanction with concepts like sincerity, monotheism, and
abstraction from the commanding self.

Kashani defines "weracity” as fellows: "What is meant by veracity is a virtue firmly
established in the human soul that“neceéssitates the correspondence of his outer and inner
states, the conformity Of, his ‘'secret)and public life. His words should conform to his
intentions, and his actigns,should c@rrespond to his states. So that he is as he appears, and it is
not necessary that he appears as he is."

In explaining the ‘e@ncept of "veracity,” Kashani analyzes it beyond a transient ethical
attribute anthas "a#irtue firmly established in the human soul." From his viewpoint, veracity
is\only réalized®When it is ingrained substantively in the depths of an individual's existence
and\maintains its stability when faced with various trials. Veracity in action, as the highest
level of, the manifestation of veracity in Kashani's intellectual system, goes beyond the
harmony of intention and speech, emphasizing the complete integration between external
actions and internal states. Kashani, by proposing a hierarchical system, considers veracity in
action dependent on the fulfillment of prior conditions (being firmly established in veracity,
veracity in intention, and veracity in speech). Kashani also, in explaining the existential
relationship between "veracity" and "prophethood," assigns a status to veracity that is higher
than a mere moral virtue, considering it a necessary condition for the emergence of
prophethood in the world.

Conclusion
The analysis of the concept of "veracity” in the intellectual system of Izz al-Din Mahmoud
Kashani in the book Mesbah al-Hedayah shows that he defines veracity not merely as an
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ethical virtue, but as an existential truth in the mystical path and the process of drawing
nearer to God. By proposing the four conditions of "being firmly established in veracity,"
"veracity in intention,” "veracity in speech,” and "veracity in action,” Kashani delineates a
hierarchical system in which each level of veracity serves as the foundation for the next. This
perspective emphasizes the deep harmony between the inner and outer self and introduces
veracity as the axis for realizing individual and social justice. In the realm of the relationship
between veracity and other concepts, Kashani considers prophethood the highest
manifestation of veracity and, citing verse 69 of Surah An-Nisa, introduces veracity as the
ground for the manifestation of the messengers' mission. On the other hand, he considers
"affectation” (takalluf) as negating veracity, because affectation is based on the incongruence
of intention and action. However, in instances such as "spiritual ecstasy” (wajd), if the
intention of the wayfarer is aligned with the divine purpose, even seemingly affected actions
can be considered instances of veracity
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