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Abstract

Semantic defamiliarization in a literary work is one of the methods by which the familiar
elements to which earlier writers adhered are renewed and freed from habitualization. The
repetition of established traditions and familiar techniques leads a literary work toward
banality; to escape this banality, the poet employs deviation from norms. One form of such
deviation is semantic deviance. The use of imaginative devices such as comparative simile,
kenning, metaphor, personification, and sensory imagery, as well as the employment of
semantic rhetorical figures such as feigned ignorance, hyperbole, synesthesia, and paradox,
constitute the components of semantic norm-deviation. In this study, using a descriptive
method, we have sought to explicate and examine the components of semantic deviation in
the poetry of Gholamreza Sazger, Ali Ensani, Morteza Amiri Esfandighe, Ali Akbar Latifian,
and Seyyed Hamidreza Borqei. The findings indicate that in the poetry of these poets,
imaginative devices such as simile, especially comparative simile, metaphor, particularly
explicit metaphor, kenning (often involving colloquial and everyday expressions), and
personification (either by attributing human actions and behaviors to non-sentient beings
or by assigning a human attribute such as a hand or foot to an inanimate object) are widely
employed. The use of rhetorical figures such as paradox, feigned ignorance, and hyperbole
generates wonder and astonishment in the reader and creates new meaning. Synesthesia, a
subtler technique for generating fresh meanings and producing semantic deviation, occurs
less frequently among the poets under study.
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1. Introduction

Semantic defamiliarization in literary works is a method of renewing and reconfiguring
traditional components that earlier authors adhered to. The repetition of conventional forms
and techniques can render literary works predictable or banal. To escape this banality, poets
often employ norm avoidance, one form of which is semantic norm avoidance. Semantic
norm avoidance involves the use of imaginative images, such as simile, allusion, metaphor,
and personification—alongside innovative rhetorical techniques, including rhetorical
questions, exaggeration, synesthesia, and paradox. Contemporary religious poetry has
introduced themes and meanings that are relatively rare in the history of Persian literature,
often presenting novel and original content for modern audiences. Prominent contemporary
religious poets include Gholamreza Sazger, Ali Ensani, Morteza Amiri Esfandighe, Ali
Akbar Latifian, and Seyyed Hamidreza Borqei. These poets appear to employ themes
and meanings in some of their verses that focus on the infallibility and purity of the Ahl
al-Bayt, often presenting them in ways that feel new and fresh to today’s readers. For
audiences familiar with traditional treatments of the infallibility and purity of the Prophet’s
Household, these newly created themes may appear particularly innovative and original.

2. Methodology

In this study, a qualitative analysis approach was employed to examine the semantic
non-normative elements in the poetry of Gholamreza Sazger, Ali Ensani, Morteza Amiri
Esfandighe, Ali Akbar Latifian, and Seyyed Hamidreza Borqei. First, semantic non-
normativity was defined, and its key components were identified. Subsequently, these
components were analyzed within a selected corpus of poems by the aforementioned poets.

3. Analysis and Discussion

The poets employ semantic non-normativity to rescue their work from the abyss of banality. In
fact, the task of removing vulgarity from images and meanings in poetry is achieved through
non-normativity. A crucial condition for effective and mature semantic non-normativity is
that it remains understandable to the audience; in other words, semantic innovation cannot
come at the expense of comprehension. In other words, semantic deviation in poetry cannot
be achieved by disregarding the audience’s capacity for understanding. Thus, the creation
of new content through semantic non-normativity must remain grounded in the reader’s
comprehension, an essential condition of eloquent expression. The principal components
of semantic non-normativity are as follows. In the domain of figurative expression, one
may mention simile, metaphor, irony, and personification; and in the domain of semantic
innovation, paradox, synesthesia, feigned ignorance, and hyperbole may be identified.
Using unfamiliar or unexpected similes and metaphors allows the poet to break away from
conventional norms. The effectiveness and eloquence of a metaphor often derive from its
ability to interrupt the normal flow of speech, thereby creating a sense of defamiliarization.
Irony also functions as a form of norm deviation, particularly when it is innovative or
presents a perspective that seems novel or striking to the audience. Personification attributes
human characteristics to non-human entities, producing semantic deviation by challenging
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conventional perception. Paradox relies on the unexpected or unfamiliar usage of words,
creating surprise that draws attention to both the word and its meaning. Synaesthesia
engages multiple senses simultaneously, merging sensory experiences in a way that
defamiliarizes perception. Through rhetorical questioning, the poet or author challenges
established meanings, often disregarding conventional interpretations, which contributes to
defamiliarization. In hyperbole, the poet exaggerates the presence of a quality in a person
or object to an extent that surpasses normal limits, thereby generating new interpretations
and meanings.

4. Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that in the poetry of the aforementioned poets, various
imaginative devices are employed—such as simile, particularly preferential simile;
metaphor, especially explicit metaphor; allusion, often through colloquial and everyday
expressions; and personification, either by attributing human actions to non-sentient beings
or by assigning a human characteristic such as a hand or foot to an inanimate object.
The use of rhetorical figures such as paradox, feigned ignorance, and hyperbole evokes
wonder in the audience and generates new layers of meaning. Synesthesia, attributing
one sensory domain to another, constitutes a subtler technique for producing fresh, non-
normative meanings and occurs less frequently in the works of these poets. Through
semantic non-normativity in their religious poetry, these poets have been able, first, to
expand the imaginative capacity and potential for meaning-making within the realm of
devotional verse, and second, to rescue meaning from the risk of triviality resulting from its
repeated treatment in the established poetic tradition of their predecessors. Semantic non-
normativity, in effect, provides an opportunity to regenerate meaning and renew thematic
material, often in ways that diverge from the audience’s initial expectations.
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