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Abstract

The language of the Qur’an, like that of other sacred texts, is interpretable and possesses
deep, multi-layered meanings. Its features include eloquence and rhetorical sophistication,
stylistic diversity, musicality and rhythm, figurative expression, textual coherence and
unity, various rhetorical devices (such as simile, metaphor, metonymy, and figurative
speech), purposeful repetition, and conciseness. Ayn al-Quzat Hamadani’s fascination with
the Qur’anic language led to a unity between his own language and that of the Qur’an,
so that his cognitive framework and perception of the world were fundamentally shaped
by the exegesis of Qur’anic verses. This article examines the Qur’anic language in the
Tamhidat and letters of Ayn al-Quzat with respect to the following aspects: his interpretive
language and its features; the role of Qur’anic language in the structure of Persian phrases
and sentences in his treatises and letters; stylistic and rhetorical points; the creation of
Sufi terminology using Qur’anic words; the use of metaphorical and figurative language
in interpreting Mugqatta‘at and their dynamic significance in his view; the use of frequently
cited Sufi verses and key Qur’anic verses; and the employment of mystical terms derived
from Qur’anic expressions. One of the key findings of this study is that in the Tamhidat
and letters, Ayn al-Quzat Hamadani interprets Qur’anic verses through the use of
ecstatic language, paradoxical expressions, and figurative language. Through similes and

*Ph.D. Student in Persian Language and Literature, University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran.

Hadilotfinia@gmail.com
**Professor of Persian Language and Literature, University of Mazandaran, Mazandaran, Iran.
(Corresponding author). mohseni@umz.ac.ir
*#% Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, University of Mazandaran, Mazandaran,
Iran. siavashtavasin@yahoo.com
*#%k Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, University of Mazandaran,
Mazandaran, Iran. rezasatari@yahoo.com

How to cite article:

Lotfinia, H., Mohseni, M., Haqjoo, S., & Sattari, R. (2025). An Analysis of Qur’anic Language in the Tamhidat
and Letters of Ayn al-Quzat Hamadani. Journal of Ritual Culture and Literature, 4(8), 91-114. doi: 10.22077/
jerl.2025.8884.1195

Copyright: © 2025 by the authors. Journal of Ritual Culture and Literature. This article is an open access
@ @ article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license
BY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).




92 Journal of Ritual Culture and Literature, Vol.4, No.8 (Fall & Winter 2025)

metaphors, he creates unique illustrative images in relation to the Qur’an, which constitutes
a distinct stylistic feature of his Qur’anic prose. In his interpretation of Mugqatta‘at, he
employs metaphorical and figurative language, relying on definitive verses to elucidate the
ambiguous ones. Moreover, he forms Sufi terminology directly from Qur’anic words and
expressions.

Keywords: Interpreting, Language of The Qur’an, Ayn Al-Quzat Hamadani, Tamhidat,
Letters.

1. Introduction

Ayn al-Quzat Hamadani (525-492 AH), a Sufi mystic, drew extensively on Qur’anic
verses in his works, such as the Tumhidat and Maktibat. He employed various methods,
including adaptation, inclusion, allusion, and citation, for the mystical interpretation and
exegesis of the Qur’an. These approaches have made his works among the most compelling
examples of mystical prose in Persian literature. Ayn al-Quzat sought to demonstrate the
harmony between his Sufi teachings and the Qur’an, highlighting the consonance of Islamic
mysticism with the doctrines of the Sufis and spiritual masters.

2. Methodology
This study is based on a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing on library sources and
data collected through note-taking and systematic compilation.

3. Analysis and Discussion

Influenced by the Qur’an and employing his interpretive language, Ayn al-Quzat utilizes the
generality of Qur’anic verses in his mystical exegesis. He employs paradoxical expressions
and ecstatic language in his interpretations. The rhetorical, metaphorical, and figurative
features of the Qur’an play a significant role in his exegesis, particularly in his interpretation
of the Mugatta ‘at and the ambiguous verses. He is also influenced by the textual coherence
and unity of Qur’anic passages. As a bilingual writer, he skillfully integrates Qur’anic verses
into Persian prose in the Tamhidat and letters, demonstrating this literary sophistication to
his audience. Sometimes he presents verses as complete sentences in Persian syntax, while
at other times he divides a verse into sections, interpreting it alongside other verses to form
interpretive clusters. In his exegetical method, he occasionally uses definitive verses to
interpret ambiguous ones, and sometimes vice versa. Self-effacement is a notable feature of
his Qur’anic interpretation: his Sufi intoxication and mystical ecstasy allow him to convey
subtle spiritual insights and the hidden mysteries of Qur’anic verses through both speech
and writing.

4. Conclusion

One of the key findings of this study is that in the Tamhidat and letters, Ayn al-Quzat
interprets Qur’anic verses through the use of ecstatic language, employing paradoxical
expressions and figurative speech. Through similes and metaphors drawn from Qur’anic
verses, he creates unique illustrative imagery, which constitutes a distinct stylistic feature of
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his Qur’anic prose. In interpreting the Mugqatta ‘at, he relies on metaphorical and figurative
language and uses definitive verses to elucidate ambiguous ones. Furthermore, he forms
Sufi terminology directly from Qur’anic words and expressions and provides subtle and

delicate mystical interpretations of certain Qur’anic verses.
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