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Abstract

In recent decades, scholars of Ta’zieh have examined Shabih’khani and its texts from
their own perspectives. They have consistently acknowledged the influence of literature,
mythology and Iranian folk culture on their formation either before or after Islam. Accepting
this matter, this paper explores the thoughts that Shabih’khani scriptwriters have directly or
indirectly adopted. The study explores what influence the beliefs and ideas of Shiite Ghulat
(extremists) had on the scriptwriters of Shabih’khani performances. In doing so, the study
examines the influence of Shiite extremists’ beliefs and ideas on three Shabih’khani scripts
about Imam Ali: The Assembly of the Kaaba-Born, The Corner of the Chivalrous Butcher
and The Assembly of Binding the Demon's Thumb. The Shiite extremist were early Islamic
figures who attributed divinity or prophethood to Imam Ali and his descendants. In addition
to fabricating false narratives about the Prophet’s Household, they excessively exaggerated
their descriptions. The Shiite Imams repeatedly condemned and rejected the beliefs of
this group. Exaggeration and overstatement in depicting Shiite Imams are evident in most
Shabih’khani texts, particularly in the versions analyzed in this study. This research holds a
descriptive-analytical approach. The findings are categorized into five main characteristics:
unsubstantiated narratives, extraordinary events and miracles, divinity, celestial angel, and
mythical beings.
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1. Introduction

The existing research suggests that the influence of ancient Iranian literature and culture
before and after Islam is evident in this type of performance (Ta’zieh). However, there has
been no consensus concerning the sources that were available to, and utilized by, these
copyists. It seems that the beliefs of the early Shi‘i extremists, who left no written works
and whose works received little attention from researchers, had a considerable influence on
the authors of Ta’zieh texts. Based on the opinions of some scholars of religion, a portion
of the beliefs and ideas of the Shia scholars in later centuries entered Sufi orders. They
managed to influence popular culture, literature and some historical accounts. Based on this
framework, this paper examines ideas that the manuscript writers have used either directly
or indirectly, or by which they have been influenced. The study also explores the impact of
Shiite extremists’ views on the authors of Shabih’khani texts. Also, it traces whether their
views back to the early Islamic centuries and examines how these ideas influenced the
formation of Shabih’khani texts. This study emphasizes the origins of Shiite extremists’
ideas in the early Islamic period and their role in shaping Shabih’khani literature.

2. Methodology

The present study is applied in terms of its objective and, based on its nature and method, is
descriptive-analytical. Data collection is library-based, utilizing reputable books, articles,
and published Ta’zieh manuscripts from within the country. Three Shabih’khani scripts
about Imam Ali (AS), including The Assembly of the Kaaba-Born, The Corner of the
Chivalrous Butcher and The Assembly of Binding the Demons Thumb are examined in
this research. The Shiite extremists, were early Islamic figures who attributed divinity or
prophethood to Imam Ali and his descendants. In addition to fabricating false narratives
about the Prophet’s Household, they excessively exaggerated their descriptions. Belief in
the divinity and prophethood of Shiite Imams, and exaggerated descriptions, as well as
making up stories and unrealistic miracles about them, can be considered common beliefs
among these sects. The Shia Imams, in addition to expressing their disdain for these groups,
refuted their beliefs and repeatedly warned about their deviation from Islam.

3. Analysis and Discussion

The analysis of three Shabih’khani texts with the Shiite extremists’ ideas suggested the
following results. Unsubstantiated narrations include the story of Abu Talib going out and
meeting a worshiper in The Assembly of the Kaaba-Born, the story of the young noble
butcher The Corner of the Chivalrous Butcher as well as the story of Imam Ali (AS) binding
the demon’s hands The Assembly of Binding the Demon’s Thumb. Extraordinary events
and miracles include the following: In The Assembly of the Kaaba-Born, miracles such as
foretelling the future, producing heavenly fruits, planting heavenly trees, midwives from
paradise, conversations with the parents and the Prophet after birth, and raising the dead
are described. In The Corner of the Chivalrous Butcher, Imam Ali demonstrates knowledge
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of the unseen and performs the miracle of healing the butcher’s hand. In The Assembly of
Binding the Demon’s Thumb, it is claimed that Imam Ali lived around 3000 years before
Prophet Adam, and that he not only struck the demon but also bound its hands, an act
that all divine prophets attempted but only Imam Ali could accomplish. Divinity: In The
Assembly of the Kaaba-Born, a conversation takes place between the worshiper and Abu
Talib, followed by the manuscript author’s exaggerated praise of Imam Ali. In The Corner
of the Chivalrous Butcher, verses resembling Imam Ali are recited at the bedside of the
young butcher at the end of the scene. In The Assembly of Binding the Demon's Thumb, the
performers, playing the demon, the Prophet, and Imam Ali, make statements that approach
divinity, emphasizing Imam Ali’s unique spiritual status.

4. Conclusion

In most Shabih’khani performances, especially in those analyzed in this paper, there are
narrations that, according to credible historical sources of Shiism such as Sheikh Mufid’s
Al-Irshad by and other references, have no historical basis. These narrations are considered
fictitious and do not correspond to actual events in Islamic history. These are also the
reasons for the clergy’s opposition to Ta’zieh as they failed to present evidence. Scholars
of Ta‘zieh, recognizing that Ta‘zieh performances differ from recorded history, trace the
sources of these stories to literature, folk culture, and other historical chronicles like Rowzat
al-Shuhada, which have influenced the versions we have today. This paper argues that the
origin of some of these types of narrations is in the early centuries of Islam, which could be
linked to Shiite extremists’ views. By examining the three tests, they were categorized into
unsubstantiated narrations, extraordinary events and miracles, divinity, heavenly angels
and legendary creatures. By citing examples from the assemblies, the research identified
unsubstantiated and exaggerated events and miracles, which revealed the influence of the
ideas and beliefs of the Shiite extremists in these manuscripts.
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