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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Scientometrics or bibliometric analysis is one of the common methods for evaluating
scientific production and activities and research management. This method is a quantitative approach
to measuring scientific information in various fields of science. This method of analysis can reflect the
latest scientific developments, research directions, and important research topics. Using this method, it
is possible to identify influential researchers and journals as well as the publication trends of articles in
any scientific field. Primary agronomic research on saffron in Iran has a history of about 80 years. One
of the most important achievements of this research history is the holding of specialized scientific
conferences on saffron. So far, seven national conferences have been held on saffron production and
technology, and hundreds of articles have been published in them. However, documenting and
guantitatively evaluating the results of these conferences is of particular importance, and this can be
done using the scientometric method.

Materials and Methods: In this study the documentation of national conferences of saffron and the
guantitative evaluation of scientific information published in these conferences was evaluated. So far,
seven national conferences on saffron have been held in Iran, the first of them was held in Qaen in 1988
and the last one was held in Birjand in 2024.

Results and Discussion: The provinces of South-Khorasan (three times) and Razavi-Khorasan (four
times) have been the only organizers of the national conferences of saffron. So far, 98 researchers have
been the members of the scientific committee of these seven conferences. Abbas Hemmati-Kakhki and
Abdullah Mollafilabi have been the members of this committee in all seven conferences. During the
seven sessions of this conference, 601 articles have been published, the largest number of these (239
articles) belongs to the seventh conference, which was held by the University of Birjand. The highest
ratio of the number of research articles to review articles was recorded in the fourth session of the
conference at Bozorgmehr University of Qaenat. In the first session of the conference, articles were
recived from only four provinces of the country, which reached 20 provinces in the last conference
session, and in total, 27 provinces have been involved in publishing articles in these seven conferences.
Researchers from Razavi-Khorasan and South-Khorasan provinces have participated in 271 and 156
articles, respectively, during the seven conference sessions as authors, and in this respect, they have a
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much higher share compared to the other provinces of the country. So far, researchers from 180
universities and research centers have participated as authors in all sessions of the National Conference
of Saffron, the lowest and highest number of which are related to the first and seventh sessions of the
conference with 9 and 100 centers, respectively. Researchers from Ferdowsi University of Mashhad
(111 articles), University of Birjand (95 articles), Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and
Education Center of Khorasan/Khorasan Razavi (66 articles), and University of Torbat Heydarieh (63
articles) have had the most presence as authors in the articles published during the seven sessions of the
Saffron Conference. During all sessions of the conference, 923 authors have been present in the articles,
the seventh and fifth sessions with 405 and 201 researchers, respectively, have had the largest share.
Alireza Karbasi (Ferdowsi University of Mashhad), Behzad Sadeghi (Food Science and Technology
Research Institute), Hamid-Reza Fallahi (University of Birjand) and Hassan Feizi (University of Torbat
Heydarieh- Saffron institute) with 21, 16, 15 and 15 articles, respectively, have been the most influential
researchers during the all sessions of the National Conference of Saffron.

Conclusion: Overall, the results indicate the increasing attention of researchers in different provinces
of Iran to conducting research related to saffron, which by focusing the implementation of future
research on emerging aspects and promoting the results of previous research at the field level, the results
of these studies should be used to reduce the yield gap of saffron.
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Table 1- Time and location of the Iranian national conferences of saffron
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Conference number Year Date Venue (Province-City)
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The first conference 1988 8-9 Nov. South Khorasan Province - Qaen
093 Ly Lo VY slogy Ul WY=VA LS — g5y ol ol

The second conference 1994 8-9 Nov. Razavi Khorasan Province - Gonabad
Py i lod \YAY olo,3l VA=V Ao =59y sl 3 lasl

The third conference 2003 2-3 Dec. Razavi Khorasan Province - Mashhad
o,k siled y¥a¥ slogy bl VY-V B -y el s okl

The forth conference 2015 4-5 Nov. South Khorasan Province — Qaen
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The fifth conference 2018 14-15 Nov. Razavi Khorasan Prqvmce — Torbet-e
Heydariyeh
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The sixth conference 2021 17-18 Nov. Razavi Khorasan Province — Gonabad

JETPTIN VEY oloy Ul YY-YE Sy~ 9 oLl ol

The seventh conference 2024 13-14 Nov. South Khorasan Province — Birjand
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The first and the second conferences were held under the titles "The First Conference on Saffron Issues” and "The Second
Conference on Saffron and Medicinal Plant Cultivation in Iran," respectively.



Table 2- Information of the organizers of the Iranian National Conferences of Saffron
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Table 3- Members of the scientific committee of the Iranian National Conferences of Saffron
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P. Salehi
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*C1-C7 represent the first to seventh Iranian National Conference of Saffron,

respectively.
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Figure 1- The count of review and research articles and total count of articles published in the Iranian
National Conferences of Saffron.
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Figure 2- The count ratio of research to reviews articles in the Iranian National Conferences of
Saffron.
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Figure 3. Total count of review and research papers published in the Iranian national conferences of
saffron.
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Figure 4- Number of provinces having articles in the Iranian national conferences of saffron (Total:
The number of provinces having papers in seven national conferences).
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Table 4- The share of different provinces of the country in publishing review (RAP) and research (RP) papers in Iranian national conferences of saffron
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RAP: Review and analytical papers; RP: Research papers; C1-C7 represent the first to seventh Iranian National Conference of Saffron , respectively.
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In addition to the provinces of Iran, two, one, and one paper were presented at the second conference from Azerbaijan, the fourth conference from Afghanistan, and the seventh
conference from the United States, respectively.
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Figure 5- Number of scientific centers participating in publishing articles in the Iranian national
conferences of saffron.
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Table 5- The rank and share of universities and research centers in publishing articles in Iranian national conferences of saffron
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C1-C7 represent the first to seventh Iranian National Conference of Saffron, respectively; T: Total number of articles published by each research center during the seven National Conferences of
Saffron.

i lie S olas (Jol Gialan )3 ol 350 93 9 p9d ulod 3 1S p0 £ epae ialen 53 5550 Woep)aa Gialon 53 3550 ¥ epoxiy (alon 13 3550 WA i (ialons 13 3550 VP oiin (alon 53 3950 YA 3lai @ o (sole 8150 o 0g)le

ilodgad

In addition to the scientific centers in Table 5, 39 centers published one article in the seventh conference, 16 centers in the sixth conference, 18 centers in the fifth conference, 3 centers in the

fourth conference, 17 centers in the third conference, 6 centers in the second conference, and two scientific centers in the first conference.
ACECR (JD): Academic Center for Education, Culture and Research, (Jahad Daneshgahi)
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Figure 6- Number of researchers contributing as author of papers at the Iranian National Conferences

of Saffron (Total indicates the number of researchers who have been present as authors in papers at
least in one of the National Conferences of Saffron).
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Table 6- The most influential authors, based on the number of published articles, during the seven Iranian National Conferences of Saffron
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RC/U: Research center or University; C1-C7 represent the first to seventh Iranian National Conference of Saffron , respectively; T: Total number of papers published by each author during the
seven National Conferences of Saffron;
UB: University of Birjand; FUM: Ferdowsi University of Mashhad; UTH: University of Torbat Heydarieh; SKANRREC: South Khorasan Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and
Education Center; KRANRREC: Khorasan Razavi Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and Education Center; RIFST: Research Institute of Food Science and Technology; HECG: Higher
Education Complex of Gonabad; GUASNR: Gorgan University of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources; SBUK: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman; SU: Shirazu University; USB:
University of Sistan and Baluchestan; TMU: Tarbiat Modares University; IAUQB: Islamic Azad University, Qaenat Branch; OMU: Ondokuz Mayis University, Turkey; VAUR: Vali-e-Asr
University of Rafsanjan; FANRREC: Fars Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and Education Center; UG: University of Guilan; UT: University of Tehran; HSU: Hakim Sabzevari
University; BUT: Birjand University of Technology; PUZ: Payam Noor University of Zahedan.
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#All 14 articles are review articles.
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Table 7- The main information of the other national scientific events related to saffron

wole S,y ob Sl &l 84S 155 a9y ey &oS pa1d YR Sy
Name of the scientific event Date of Organizer ~ Event Chair  »lay, ol Number of
holding Secretary of publ_lshed
Scientific articles
Committe
(ohios) € o ool ol RVl
1%t National Festival of Red November, QG - - 41
Gold (Saffron)” 2002
(53 & M Jﬂ o lgii (pagd WA olo bl U5 gl
2" National Festival of Red November, QG - - 37
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