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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Scientometrics, or bibliometric analysis, is a common methods for
evaluating scientific production, activities, and research management. This method is a
quantitative approach for measuring scientific information across various fields of
science. This method of analysis can reflect the latest scientific developments, research
directions, and important research topics. By using this method, it is possible to identify
influential researchers, journals, and the publication trends in any scientific field. In Iran,
Primary agronomic research on saffron has a history of about 80 years. One of the most
important achievements of this research history is the holding of specialized scientific
conferences on saffron. So far, seven national conferences have been held on saffron
production and technology, and hundreds of articles have been published in them.
However, documenting and quantitatively evaluating the results of these conferences is
of particular importance, and this can be done using the scientometric method.

Materials and Methods: In this study the documentation of national conferences of
saffron and the quantitative evaluation of scientific information published in these
conferences was evaluated. So far, seven national conferences on saffron have been held
in Iran, the first of them was held in Qaen in 1988 and the last one was held in Birjand
in 2024.

Results and Discussion: The provinces of South-Khorasan (three times) and Razavi-
Khorasan (four times) have been the only organizers of the national conferences of
saffron. So far, 98 researchers have been the members of the scientific committee of these
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seven conferences. Abbas Hemmati-Kakhki and Abdullah Mollafilabi have been the
members of this committee in all seven conferences. During the seven sessions of this
conference, 601 articles have been published, the largest number of these (239 articles)
belongs to the seventh conference, which was held by the University of Birjand. The
highest ratio of the number of research articles to review articles was recorded in the
fourth session of the conference at Bozorgmehr University of Qaenat. In the first session
of the conference, articles were received from only four provinces of the country, which
reached 20 provinces in the last conference session, and in total, 27 provinces have been
involved in publishing articles in these seven conferences. Researchers from Razavi-
Khorasan and South-Khorasan provinces have participated in 271 and 156 articles,
respectively, during the seven conference sessions as authors, and in this respect, they
have a much higher share compared to the other provinces of the country. So far,
researchers from 180 universities and research centers have participated as authors in all
sessions of the National Conference of Saffron, the lowest and highest number of which
are related to the first and seventh sessions of the conference with 9 and 100 centers,
respectively. Researchers from Ferdowsi University of Mashhad (111 articles),
University of Birjand (95 articles), Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and
Education Center of Khorasan/Khorasan Razavi (66 articles), and University of Torbat
Heydarieh (63 articles) have had the most presence as authors in the articles published
during the seven sessions of the Saffron Conference. During all sessions of the
conference, 923 authors have been present in the articles, the seventh and fifth sessions
with 405 and 201 researchers, respectively, have had the largest share. Alireza Karbasi
(Ferdowsi University of Mashhad), Behzad Sadeghi (Food Science and Technology
Research Institute), Hamid-Reza Fallahi (University of Birjand), and Hassan Feizi
(University of Torbat Heydarieh- Saffron institute) have been the most influential
researchers during the sessions of the National Conference on Saffron, with 21, 16, 16,
and 15 articles, respectively.

Conclusion: Overall, the findings reveal a growing interest among researchers across
various provinces of Iran in conducting saffron-related studies. By directing future
research towards emerging topics and disseminating the outcomes of prior studies in the
field, these efforts could significantly help close the yield gap in saffron production.
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Table 1. Time and location of the Iranian national conferences of saffron
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The first conference 1988 8-9 Nov. South Khorasan Province - Qaen
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The second conference 1994 8-9 Nov. Razavi Khorasan Province - Gonabad
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The third conference 2003 2-3 Dec. Razavi Khorasan Province - Mashhad
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The fourth conference 2015 4-5 Nov. South Khorasan Province — Qaen
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The fifth conference 2018 14-15 Nov. Razavi Khorasan Pr(_)vmce — Torbet-e
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The sixth conference 2021 17-18 Nov. Razavi Khorasan Province — Gonabad
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The seventh conference 2024 13-14 Nov. South Khorasan Province — Birjand
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The first and the second conferences were held under the titles "The First Conference on Saffron Issues" and "The
Second Conference on Saffron and Medicinal Plant Cultivation in Iran,” respectively.
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Table 2. Information of the organizers of the Iranian National Conferences of Saffron
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Table 3. Members of the scientific committee of the Iranian National Conferences of Saffron
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M.H. Abbaspoor-Fard

M.H. Shafiei-Miam

P Rezvani-Moghaddam
H. Boskabadi
A Karbasi
S. Malek-Zadeh
S.E. Shakib
H Feizi
A Ahmadian
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S.A Emam
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Gh. Haderbadi
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R. Moradi
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M. Ebrahimi
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Gh. Bagher-Zadeh
Gh. Zamani
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S. Mahmoodi
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A. Shahidi
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*C1-C7 represent the first to seventh Iranian National Conference of Saffron, respectively.
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Fig 1. The count of review and research articles and total count of articles published in the Iranian

National Conferences of Saffron.
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Fig 4. Number of provinces having articles in the Iranian national conferences of saffron
(Total: The number of provinces having papers in seven national conferences)
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Table 4. The share of different provinces of the country in publishing review (RAP) and research (RP) papers in Iranian national conferences of saffron
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Province C1 c2 c3 c4 Cs5 C6 Cc7 Total Total
RAP RP RAP RP RAP RP RAP RP RAP RP RAP RP RAP RP RAP RP sum
w3y s
3o 4 5 3 8 20 32 1 17 12 49 13 35 21 49 76 195 27
Razavi Khorasan
LS B
T O 0 2 0 4 0 12 1 26 3 12 5 8 32 51 41 115 156
South Khorasan
oo 0 2 0 4 9 5 0 1 3 7 1 6 11 9 24 34 58
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onsld
o 1 0 0 2 0 3 0 1 1 1 1 0 5 6 8 13 21
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e
ot 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 0 0 4 3 5 9 14
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L COES PR O
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Sistan & Balouchestan
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e oL 0 0 ] 0 o 0 0 0 4] 2 0 2 0 5 0 9 9
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il
ol 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 3 4 5 9
Isfahan
aliile s
- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 [ 1 1 3 1 7 8
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"M 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 [ 0 6 1 6 1 7
Guilan
L
She 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 [ 0 1 3 1 5 6
Hamedan
Hliass
= 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 2 3 5
Semnan
55
e . 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 3 2 5
Markazi
i Gl
S J‘\ 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 2 4
East Azarbaijan
e
e e 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 ] 0 1 2 1 3 4
Hormozgan
R 0 0 p 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 1 2 3
Lorestan
ik g e
S ‘Lﬁ_ 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 ) 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
Charmahal & Bakhtiari
= 0 0 0 0 0 0 ) 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 2
Golestan
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Mazandaran
o 0 0 0 o o o0 0o 0 0 o 0o o o 2 0 2 2
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etpt Oylmalsyal
ot oy . 0 0 0 0 0 0 ) 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1
West Azarbaijan
i
ol 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
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e
o 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Khuzestan
Al
s 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Ardabil
Lot
= 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1
Zanjan
" 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1
Qom
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RAP: Review and analytical papers; RP: Research papers; C1-C7 represent the first to seventh Iranian National Conference of Saffron, respectively.
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In addition to the provinces of Iran, two, one, and one paper were presented at the second conference from Azerbaijan, the fourth conference from Afghanistan, and
the seventh conference from the United States, respectively.
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Fig 5. Number of scientific centers participating in publishing articles in the Iranian national
conferences of saffron.
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Table 5. The rank and share of universities and research centers in publishing articles in Iranian national conferences of saffron
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C1-C7 represent the first to seventh Iranian National Conference of Saffron, respectively; T: Total number of articles published by each research center during the seven National Conferences of

Saffron.
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In addition to the scientific centers in Table 5. 39 centers published one article in the seventh conference, 16 centers in the sixth conference, 18 centers in the fifth conference. 3 centers in the

fourth conference, 17 centers in the third conference, 6 centers in the second conference, and two scientific centers in the first conference.

ACECR (JD): Academic Center for Education, Culture and Research, (Jahad Daneshgahi)
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Fig 6. Number of researchers contributing as author of papers at the Iranian National Conferences of
Saffron

(Total indicates the number of researchers who have been present as authors in papers at least in one of the National Conferences of
Saffron).
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Table 6. The most influential authors, based on the number of published articles, during the seven Iranian National Conferences of Saffron
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RC/U: Research center or University; C1-C7 represent the first to seventh Iranian National Conference of Saffron . respectively: T: Total number of papers published by each author during the
seven National Conferences of Saffron;
UB: University of Birjand; FUM: Ferdowsi University of Mashhad; UTH: University of Torbat Heydarieh; SKANRREC: South Khorasan Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and
Education Center; KRANRREC: Khorasan Razavi Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and Education Center; RIFST: Research Institute of Food Science and Technology; HECG: Higher
Education Complex of Gonabad; GUASNR.: Gorgan University of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources; SBUK: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman; SU: Shirazu University; USB:
University of Sistan and Baluchestan; TMU: Tarbiat Modares University; IAUQB: Islamic Azad University, Qaenat Branch; OMU: Ondokuz Mayis University, Turkey; VAUR: Vali-e-Asr
University of Rafsanjan; FANRREC: Fars Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and Education Center: UG: University of Guilan; UT: University of Tehran; HSU: Hakim Sabzevari
University; BUT: Birjand University of Technology; PUZ: Payam Noor University of Zahedan.

Atk gz pe e jl 4lE AT plar s
+All 14 articles are review.
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Table 7. The main information of the other national scientific events related to saffron

wols dlaggy oL SR &L 0AS 155 gy oy oS pud Yo sl
Name of the scientific event Date of Organizer ~ Event Chair  slay,, e Number of
holding Secretary of ~ Published
Scientific articles
Committe
(0)ye)) & b uln olgia sl WA olo Ul lsls g il
1%t National Festival of Red November, QG - - 41
Gold (Saffron)” 2002
(Ol).é.c)‘) C).MJ dMJo Jn o)|9;...";? e9d VWWAY aLaL'JLJ ol L;)IA.}La)é
2" National Festival of Red November, QG - - 37
Gold (Saffron) 2005
(Ol).&.c)‘) C)“’ d)’ﬂo L:L" o)\g;.;;? g \WYWAS aLaL'JLJ ol L;)IA.}La)é
3" National Festival of Red November, QG - - 58
Gold (Saffron) 2007
S5 5 oo o taled oy WAV oloyge ly 3T ol 66 (30
1%t National Conference on Ocrober, oyl - - papers on
Saffron and Barberry 2008 AUQB Saffron)
WV " . olail] ¥o-YY
(os=3) e &n_ ol (yeoniy Al LB g ko 30 sla
5% National Festival of Red 11-12 Nov QG E. Falahati - -
Gold (Saffron ) J '
( ) 2010
9 ole sladygliss (o olon ool
de: it a5 ol&u] .
olie) et way 3o PO S ek Olent 2o
The First National Conference 5 Dec. 2012 4k A Karbasi A. _ 82
on the Newest Scientific and ' ' UTH ' Ahmadian
Research Findings on Saffron
9 ole sladygliss (o olon (309>
ohis; sdngh WYAY S A —Ca 5 olily S L e Obtes] tesl
2" National Conference on the 30 Oct 2013 4k A Karbasi A. _ 91
Newest Scientific and ' UTH ' Ahmadian
Research Findings on Saffron
g iele sladyglins (o (holod (ynagu
Olyds gl yay 3 oa-s —Cay o&ly LS Lo b das]
3 National Conference onthe  26-27 Nov, EYpRv :Karbz;si A. _ 82
Newest Scientific and 2014 UTH ' Ahmadian

Research Findings on Saffron

UTH: Univesity of Torbat Heydariyeh; AUQB: Azad University, Qaenat Branch; QG: Qaenat Governorate
(Voo A) 2y 9 olizee 5l a8 oy (o ojlgii (ypeges 9 (rrng gl oMl
Information about the first, second, and third national festivals of saffron is taken from Mokhtari and Rajabi (2008)

(il 5 o2y cpge opss o Jsl Glaalen )3) (len
) St 4w LS,k g el 9 oty pgs
03ljim o> 5 (ied g oy s S Rlen
3 Syt dw b dgde (Soh pele olRisls sl
Yo al )l o 5l (pian g il ooy o iulen
Ol 5o gm0l 3l dlas 5l Sl 5 oolad/ gallS

Ailodgs die)

Loyde § Giolon by90 (il o dllde [lasl b« plae
o> 9 BOL) et (Bolo ol (oS
e slagiales 5loy9 gy )0 Alie latl b oo
(F Jgaz) wilodgy (6,105 51 glls co ol 5ol yae
Syl b dgiie cwgod oSiils olbiw! S>o8 Loy le
2k o slooy9d) (aled 895 Jloz )d Sl
s 50 St Ll L Bolo ol (pidn 5 oy
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