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Abstract

The theme of kings sitting on the throne, due to its special narrative and visual appeal, has been the focus of painters
in most of Iran’s illustrated Shahnamehs and has been depicted with various qualities. Among the illustrated
Shahnamehs, Shahnameh of Tahmasp is one of the most important versions that has paid special attention to the
illustration of this assembly and has made good use of the king’s throne as a symbol of power and a special visual
element in explaining the position of the king. In this Shahnameh, the images of kings enthronement are depicted
with many and varied thrones. In addition, the excellent quality and access to all the illustrations of this edition
highlight the importance of choosing this Shahnameh for the visual identification and analysis of the motifs of the
kings’ heads.

The main question is: What characteristics are evident in the analysis of the visual aspects of the king’s throne in
the Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasp? And to what extent did the painters of the Shahnameh, Tahmasbi, pay attention
to the literary text of the Shahnameh in representing the king’s role and show the king’s status and social class?
The results show that the diversity of the form and composition of Karina, with the predominance of decorative
motifs, is one of the main features of the king’s thrones motifs in Tahmasbi Shahnameh. There is considerable
variation in the way the throne is represented that is based on the available evidence from the difference in the
description of the kings in the literary text of the Shahnameh. Although in most cases there is no description of the
king’s throne in the text and the artist has drawn it with his imagination.

Key words: Safavid era, Tabriz school of painting, Tahmasabi’s Shahnameh, king’s throne.
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