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Social challenges, rural The role of local managers in driving sustainable development in rural settlements
management, sustainable is irrefutable. In the context of sustainable development, local managers possess
development, Shaft County the potential to promote social well-being and economic prosperity in rural areas,

while also mitigating known issues plaguing these regions. This research aims to
identify the social challenges confronted by local managers, comprising village
leaders and Islamic councils, within the villages of Shaft city during the pursuit
of sustainable rural development. This study adopts an applied approach in terms
of its objective and a descriptive-analytical methodology in terms of its nature and
research execution. The requisite data has been gathered from documentary
sources and field studies. The statistical population for this research encompasses
local managers from 94 inhabited villages in Shaft city, who completed
questionnaires utilizing the census method. Data analysis was performed through
statistical methods, employing the factor analysis technique. The results highlight
the most prominent social challenges faced by local administrators in the villages
of Shaft city, which include security, education, participation, migration, trust,
social deficiencies, and investment. The investment challenge, with a factor load
of 0.848, exerts the most substantial influence on the sustainable development
process. To address these challenges, practical solutions are recommended,

Received: including stimulating participation and collaboration among villagers in
17/Dec/2022 maintaining and operating existing facilities within the village. Additionally,
Revised: leveraging the expertise of knowledgeable and literate individuals, especially the
09/Feb/2023 youth, gaining the trust of villagers, conducting regular training courses for local
Accepted: managers, and establishing grassroots organizations and institutions in the village
05/Mar/2023 are deemed crucial steps in reducing the social challenges confronted by local
k ) managers in the villages of Shaft County.
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