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Abstract

Climate change has emerged as a formidable threat to both natural ecosystems
and livelihood systems. Livelihood diversification, recognized as an effective
strategy for mitigating the consequences of climate change and natural disasters,
plays a pivotal role in stimulating economic growth and alleviating rural poverty
in developing nations. This approach encompasses a fusion of agricultural and
non-agricultural activities, aimed at establishing sustainable livelihoods, elevating
living standards, and reducing the vulnerability of rural households. The current
study seeks to analyze and assess the role of economic activity diversity in
bolstering the capacity of rural populations to confront and mitigate the impacts
of drought. This evaluation employs Amos' structural equation modeling
technique. The results of this examination unequivocally indicate a robust and
significant correlation between the diversity of economic activities and the
enhancement of rural capacities within the study region. An evaluation of the
model's goodness-of-fit demonstrates that the proposed model exhibits requisite
validity and precision, effectively elucidating the stated relationship. Among the
research's dependent variables, the contribution of agricultural sector activities to
environmental and institutional indices did not attain statistical significance, with
significance levels of 0.128 and 0.154, respectively. In contrast, the study findings
underscore the meaningful influence of other variables on extant indicators,
notably economic, social, and environmental capacities.
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