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Abstract

The World Wide Web has created a new arena for Google as one of the most widely
used brand names in the last two decades, which has designed more than 4,000
examples of Doodle logo appropriate for its advertising strategies from 1998 to 2022.
Among the doodles, the celebration of artists in various fields, especially painting,
has a special place. The present paper, studies Google’s Occasional Logos as perfect
examples of referencing based on Gerard Genette’s transtextuality. This French
cultural critic and thinker developed a coherent theory for explaining intertextual
relations by presenting the idioms of transtextuality. The paper draws on a descriptive
analytical method to examine the extent to which Genette’s typology is applicable to
the design of Google logos (doodles) celebrating artists. To do so, the paper discusses
the influence of hypertext on the hypotext of works of artists from different countries.
The “hypotext” is the original text and the source of inspiration, and the “hypertext” is
the second text derived from an earlier one. Hundreds of doodles have been designed
to honor painters so far, and from among which, 11 paintings were selected as the
corpus of the study by purposeful sampling. The results of the study indicate that
different types of Doodle Googles in honor of painters revolve around four types
of hypertext (except for charge and Travestissement), and most of them might be
categorized in several types at the same time. A number of logos have been created
based on pastiche (imitation of an artist’s masterpiece), but most of the doodles are in
the category of parody (comprised of a combination of elements from different works
by the same artist). Many of them are categorized as forgery and transposition.

Keywords: Google Occasional Logos, Doodle, User Interface Design, Hypertextuality,
Gerard Genette
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