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Abstract

The first illustrated Shahnameh was produced in the era of the Ilkhans. Even though the
subject of the illustrations of “Keykhosrow’s battle with Afrasiab” in Bisonghori’s and
Tahmasabi’s Shahnamehs is inspired by Ferdowsi’s poems which remain the same in both
editions, illustrations are different and the changes in visual expressions are the reasons
for their importance. The current research aims to do a comparative analysis of these
transformations in order to reveal the underlying structure of the narrative. Therefore, the
paper tries to find out how the illustrators have depicted the battle. To do so, the paper
draws on a interdisciplinary research method and Vladimir Propp’s structuralist approach.
The results show that both illustrations have undergone structural transformations in
comparison with Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. Reasons for these transformations include,
the influence of political, military, social and religious norms, the dominant ideological
context, the personal beliefs of the kings as the main clients of these works and also
schools governing painting (Herat school in Bisonghori’s Shahnameh and Tabriz school
in Tahmasbi’s Shahnameh). Moreover, the personal styles of the two illustrators have
caused a different perception of the original narrative in regard to the form and the content.
Such differences indicate a kind of structural transformation in external and internal
factors, such as the removal of the characters of Rostam and Keykhosrow, substitution of
the character of Bisonghor Mirza for the protagonist in the Bisonghory edition, and the
substitution of Shah Tahmasb for the character of Keykhosrow in the Tahmasbi edition.
Keywords: Keykhosrow’s battle with Afrasiab, Bisonghori’s Shahnameh, Tahmas-

bi’s Shahnameh, structuralism, Vladimir Propp, interdisciplinarity
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