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Rural System, Sustainable Rural This research, adopting a future studies approach, identifies the most important factors affect-
Development, Futures  Studies, ing the future status of sustainable development of Shahr-e Babak rural system and examines
Shahr-e Babak County the extent these factors influence each other. The present study is applied in terms of purpose,

and it uses a combination of documentary-survey methods. The research also applies novel
methods of future studies, both analytical and exploratory approaches, and a combination of
quantitative and qualitative models. Considering the nature of the research, MickMac struc-
tural analysis method and Delphi technique were used. In this regard, after holding initial
discussion sessions with twenty experts in the field of rural and regional planning in Shahr-e
Babak, as the statistical population of the study, fifty primary variables were identified in six
general dimensions. Next, the primary factors were defined based on cross-impact matrix in
MickMac prospect software. What can be understood from the status of the factor scattering
plane is, the scattering pattern of the effective variables indicates the instability of the sys-
tem. Due to the high score of direct and indirect impact, 15 key factors affect the sustainable

development of Shahr-e Babak system. The key factors in terms of the physical dimension

Received: include the distance of the village from the main County, the establishment of infrastructure,
08/Jun/2022 and development of regional transportation network. Considering the managerial dimen-
Accepted: sion, increasing trust, systemic belief in planning and program-oriented management, and
30/ Oc.t 12022 responsibility, and in terms of in economic dimension, the job stability of the villagers, and
the development of tourism in the system are the factors affecting the future of sustainable

- » development of Shahr-e Babak system.
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